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These issue summaries are created by the BLM after each community meeting. These documents summarize what was shared and are provided to each community for verification or revisions before being considered final. 

Attendance: 
4 residents attended the McGrath community meeting to discuss preliminary alternatives for the Bering Sea-Western Interior Resource Management Plan. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) representatives engaged in discussion with community members around maps.  The Iron Dog race was active in town at the time of the meeting on a very warm, sunny day. Many community members were out of town or engaged with race activities.

Issues and concerns raised: 
BLM Land
· Regarding discussion of restricted uses and exclusive uses, a resident commented that he did not want to see management actions that would prohibit development in the area.

Energy Supply and Mineral Potential
· Energy supply and energy costs are of concern to the community. Commercial peat was investigated in the area years ago. Peat resources were identified, but it was not determined economical for development. The Donlin Gold project could develop a pipeline in the area, but fuel would not be available to the community unless an independent party was identified as a utility. Importing power with long distance transmission lines was also identified as a potential means of supplying power to the region.
· A resident asked if there was potential for oil and gas development in the area. BLM answered the potential is very low due to the geologic formations in the area and the economic feasibility of development.

Aquatic Resource Values 
· Regarding discussion of riparian conservation areas and aquatic resource values, a resident asked if the proposed Donlin Gold pipeline location played a role in the watershed ratings. BLM responded the proposed project did not influence the ratings; the pipeline location was showed for reference.

Additional Community Outreach: 
Jorjena Daly (BLM Project Manager) provided a brief interview to Mike Lane of KSKO radio.

Information packets were distributed to:
· Natalie Baumgartner, City Administrator
· Dustin Parker, Mayor
· MTNT, Ltd.
· McGrath Native Village Corporation
· Ray Collins
· Dan Esai, Nikolai
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