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Gold dredge on Esther Creek, Fairbanks District. (Photo R. E. Waliace, June 1945. Courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey)
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Bering Sea Western Interior Resource
Management Plan and EIS
BLM Begins Public Scoping

The Bureau of Land Managament
(BLM] Is developing a new land use plan
for an srea in western Alaska that en-
compassas  approximately 62 million
acres of land, including 10.6 milllon acres
managed by the BLM.

The new Baring Sea-Wastarn Intarl-
or (B5SWI) Resource Management Plan
(RMP) and assoclated Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) will replace por-
tions of the existing Southwest Manage-
ment Framawork Plan {MFP), approved
n 1981 and portions of the Contral Yu-
kon AMP Rocerd of Declsion {ROD),
approved In 1986,

The nead for the BSWI AMP/EIS s
o respond 1o new planning issues and
opportunities, resource concerns, and
use demands that have emerged since
the approval of the MFP Including, but
nat timited 1to: new energy frontier pro-
jects such as major pipeline, utility corrl-
dor, or bloluel develocpments on public
lands; climate change ellects on tundra
resources, including  subsistonce  re-
sources, high mineral potential and mar-
ket conditions that are lavorable for ma-
lor extraction preojects; Increasing do-
mands lor transportation corridors: and,
with more than €0 villages in the Plan-
ning Area, elevating constituent contro-
versy with respect to conllicting uses. As
such, the overall objective ol tho RMP/
EIS planning affort is to provide a collab-
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orative planning approach that assists
BLM In updating the managemant deci-
slons Ina currant AMP,

Tha Bering Sea-Weslern  Interior
planning area Includes all lands south of
the Central Yukon watershed to the
southorn boundary o the Kuskokwim
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River watarshed, and all lands was! of
Denal Natienal Park and Presarve 1o the
Baring Sea, including Saln! Lawrence,
Saint Matthew and Nunivak Islands, Sen
the accempanying tigurn,

A AMP is a land use plan that de-
scribes bread multipla-use guidance for
managing public lands administerad by
the BLM. The Federal Land Policy and
Management Act directs the BLM to da-
velep such land use plans and to provide
lor appropriale uses of public lands. De-
cisions in land use plans guide future
land management actions and subse.
quant site-specilic implementation decl
5lons,

The AMP planning process began
with publication of a8 Notice of Intent to
prepare an RMP in the Federal Reglster
on Thursday, July 18 2013 [78 FR
42071], This notice initlated the pubiic
scoping process for tha AMP and assccl-
ated EIS. Comments on issues may ba
submitted In wnting untll December 1B,
2013,

The date(s) and location(s) ol any
scoping meetings will ba announced at
least 15 days in advance though local
media, newspapors and the BLM wab
site 8l wwiw, bim gowitk

Tha purposs of the public scaping
process is to [dentify issues that will influ-
gnce the scope of the environmental
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