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Objectives 

Presentation 
• Explain the RMP  
• Identify the public’s role 
 
Meeting 
• Staff available for discussion 
• Accept written comments 
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Federal Land Policy & Mgmt. Act 

The Congress declares that it is the policy 
that… 
(2) the national interest will be best realized 
if the public lands and their resources are 
periodically and systematically inventoried 
and their present and future use is 
projected through a land use planning 
process …  
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Federal Land Policy & Mgmt. Act 

The Secretary shall, with public involvement … 
develop, maintain, and revise land use 
plans which provide for the use of the public 
lands.  

(1) use the principles of multiple use & 
sustained yield;  

(2) use a systematic interdisciplinary approach;  
(3) give priority to the protection of areas of 

critical environmental concern;  
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The Secretary shall (continued) … 
(4) inventory the public lands, their resources, 

and other values;  
(5) consider present & potential uses;  
(6) consider the relative scarcity of the values;  
(7) weigh long-term benefits;  
(8) comply with State & Federal pollution laws; 
(9) coordinate with other Federal agencies, the 

States, and local governments. 

Federal Land Policy & Mgmt. Act 
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Public Participation Role 

Help BLM make an informed decision. 
• Review the alternatives 
• Are information and data appropriate? 
• Is additional information available? 
• Is the analysis clear and understandable? 
• Were any important issues missed? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reminder:  RMPs are an allocation plan not an implementation plan.  Identifies where resource uses are appropriate but does not provide much technical direction (how activities should be conducted).
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Buffalo Planning Area 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Location of Field Office – northern Wyoming
Neighboring Field Offices Planning status
Billings and Miles City to North
	both undergoing RMP revisions
	Miles City draft released March 8
	Billings draft scheduled for release March 29
Cody and Worland (Big Horn Basin) to west
	RMP Revision
	Draft released in spring 2011
	Working on final RMP and sage-grouse supplement
Casper (south) and Newcastle (east)
	9-plan sage-grouse amendment
	Draft expected Fall 2013
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7.3 million acres  
• 782,000 acres of public 

land surface 
• 4.8-million acres of 

Federal mineral estate 
 

 

KEY PLANNING ISSUES 
 
• Energy and Mineral Resources, including significant 

coal and oil & gas resources  
 
• Vegetation and Habitat Management,           

including Greater Sage-Grouse habitat 
 

• Land Ownership Adjustments, Access and 
Transportation 
 

• Special Designations 

PLANNING AREA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Area represented does not include the Bighorn National Forest
BLM surface 11% of planning area
BLM minerals 65% of planning area

Thunder Basin National Grasslands included  in Wyoming 9-Plan Sage-Grouse Amendment, Bighorn National Forest is not included.
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(Alternative B) 

Preferred 
Alternative 

(Alternative D) 

Existing 
Management 

(Alternative A) 

Resource Use 
(Alternative C) 

 
Resource 

Protections 

Maximize 
resource 

protection  
even if 

economic 
development 

limited 

Landscape-
scale resource 
conservation 

Site level 
resource 

conservation 
 

Resource 
protection 
limited to 
statutory 

requirements 
(NHPA, ESA); 

no ACECs 

 
Resource 

Utilization  

Limited 
opportunity 
for mineral 
and realty 

development 

Emphasize 
multiple use 
development 

areas  

Development 
and ROWs 

allowed 
throughout 

planning area. 

Resource use 
developed to 
fullest extent.  

Alternatives 

Most 
resource 

protections  

More 
resource 

protections  
More  
resource use  

Most 
resource use  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alternative D
Integrated – holistic approach
Development areas & resource conservation areas
Emphasize moderate constraint level
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Coal Development Potential 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss Coal program 
High Development Potential Area – 1,685,947 acres (23%)
Acreage Leased 121,460 (3%)
45,000 acres actively mined
Expected to remain in present area, add lease acreage as coal is mined (maintenance)
Alternatives differ on areas available for exploration & leasing

Methanogenesis : Gas farming : In-situ Gasification
Potential acknowledged
No management actions
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Fluid Mineral Development Potential 

CBNG Acres Percent 

Very High 34,636 0 

High 1,431,276 19 

Moderate 1,273,288 17 

Low 837,101 11 

Very Low 2,050,357 28 

None 1,729,784 24 

Conv.  Acres Percent 

Very High 128,962 2 

High 274,797 4 

Moderate 917,973 12 

Low 948,637 13 

Very Low 1,729,547 24 

Negligible 2,050,165 28 

None 1,306,560 18 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss map shading
Updated in 2012 to account for declining CBNG interest and increasing oil interest.
BLM Fluid Minerals 3,386,530 acres (46%)
BLM Minerals Leased 2,544,512 acres (75%)
Not identified for a Master Leasing Plan 

Presently not leasing within PRB due to Pennaco decision (2004), No action alternative.
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Fluid Mineral Development Constraints 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Closed  (101,214 ac - 3%)
-SRMAs, WSAs, ACECs, wilderness characteristics
Major (292,098 ac – 9%) 
Prohibition on surface disturbance more than 40 acres in size or more than 0.25 miles in width lasting 6 months or longer or VRM class I
Sage-Grouse lek NSOs
Special status raptor nest buffers
Cultural NSO
Overlapping restrictions 

Moderate (2,753,125 ac – 81%)
Surface disturbance restriction of more than 40 acres in size or more than 0.25 miles in width, or prohibition of less than 40 acres in size or less than 0.25 miles in width, or timing restriction lasting more than 60 days but less than 6 months, or avoidance > 200meters, or VRM class II

Standard Lease Terms (138,558 ac – 4%)
Subject to standard lease terms and conditions, existing laws, regulations and formal orders 
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Greater Sage-Grouse Management 
No Action 

A 
WO IM/Citizen 

B 
 

C 
WY EO/WYSO IM 

D 

Leks Landscape Habitat Local Habitat Priority Habitat 

0.25 mi lek CSU 4.0 mi lek NSO 0.25 mi lek CSU .25 - 0.6 mi lek NSO 

2 mi lek TLS 4+ mi nesting TLS 2 mi lek TLS 2 - 4 mi nesting TLS 

no winter TLS 4+ mi winter TLS winter conc. TLS winter conc. TLS 

no disturbance cap 3% disturbance cap no disturbance cap 5% disturbance cap 

reclamation restore sagebrush reclamation restore sagebrush 

No ACEC ACEC (4 mi leks) No ACEC No ACEC 

Range Standards Retire Allotments Range Standards Range Standards 

National Policy Team Approval – November 2012 
WO IM 2012-044, WY IM 2012-019, & public-proposed actions incorporated.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Priority Habitat
BLM Surface: 163,458 acres (21% of BLM Surface)
BLM Fluid Minerals: 755,641 acres (22% BLM Fluid Minerals)

Alternative B (4+ mile buffers)
BLM Surface: 467,883 acres (60% of BLM Surface)
BLM Fluid Minerals: 2,248,685 acres (66% BLM Fluid Minerals)
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Greater Sage-Grouse Alternative D 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Priority Habitat
BLM Surface: 163,458 acres (21% of BLM Surface)
BLM Fluid Minerals: 755,641 acres (22% BLM Fluid Minerals)
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Lands Ownership Adjustments & Access 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lands Identified for Disposal 120,722 acres (15%)
Small isolated parcels that are difficult to manage.
Preference is to acquire lands adjacent to other public lands.
Allows for consolidation of larger parcels, improve access and manageability.

Travel Management – Designated Routes  (no open areas or existing routes)
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WSAs, and WSRs 
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Alt D. No. Acres 

WSA 3 28,931 (4%) 

WSR 1 2,664 (.3%) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Updated inventory
Identified 12,237 acres outside of WSAs with characteristics (1.5% of BLM surface)
Alt B includes all 12,237 acres
Alt D includes 6,864 acres, eliminates acres based on difficulty to manage
WSAs and WSR are exisisting.

PRB blocks have energy development
South Big Horn blocks are roaded


WSAs 28,931 acres (3.7% of BLM surface)
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ACECs, Byways & Wilderness Character 
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Alt. D Acres  

3 ACECs 35,450  (4.5%) 

6 Byways 205 miles 

1 LWC 6,864 (0.9%) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Three ACECs: Fortification Creek, Pumpkin Buttes, Welch Ranch
Six potential Byway routes: Tipperary, Lower Powder River, Trabing/Sussex, Hazelton, Rome Hill, Slip
Updated LWC inventory
Identified 12,237 acres outside of WSAs with characteristics (1.5% of BLM surface)
Alt B includes all 12,237 acres
Alt D includes 6,864 acres, eliminates acres based on difficulty to manage

PRB blocks have energy development
South Big Horn blocks are roaded


WSAs 28,931 acres (3.7% of BLM surface)
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Buffalo RMP Schedule 

Alternative Formulation 
October 2008 to April 2010 

Public Scoping Period 
October  to November 2008 

Notice of Availability Draft  EIS 
June 2013 

Analysis of Management Situation 
August to October 2008 

Preparation of Draft  EIS 
April 2010 to May 2013 

Federal Register Notice of Intent 
October 2008 

Notice of Availability Final EIS 
March 2014 

Resource Management Plan 
Implementation 

Preparation of Final EIS 
September 2013 to March 2014 

Record of Decision 
July 2014 

90-Day Public Comment Period 
June 2013 to September 2013 

Protest & Governor’s Review 
March to April 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Meeting Process 

• Four meetings: Kaycee, Gillette, Buffalo, 
Sheridan. 

• Formal presentations at 4:00, 6:00. 
• BLM staff available. 
• Accept written comments. 
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Public Role Reminder 

Help BLM make an informed decision. 
• Review the alternatives 
• Are information and data appropriate? 
• Is additional information available? 
• Is the analysis clear and understandable? 
• Were any important issues missed? 
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Questions? 
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Thomas Bills 
BLM Buffalo Field Office 
1425 Fort Street 
Buffalo, WY 82834 
(307) 684-1133 
Website: http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/ 
    programs/Planning/rmps/buffalo.html 
Email: BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov 
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