Erin Jones

From: Jane M Kline

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 5:20 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Sustainable Managment that survivability for Greater Sage-Grouse

Dear Ms. Jones:

| am pleased there is an effort being made to protect and conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse. Humans have put this
species at risk of being harmed, injured, and destroyed. It must be humans that reverse this callous, heartless act of
tampering that we do so well.

| question whether the approach Bureau of Land Management is pursuing is the best use of the available information to
keep the Greater Sage-Grouse from that harm, injury or destruction. | ask the BLM to re-think it's position on how it
intends to reclaim the grouse populations. If | could vote on this, | would choose Alternative C. Alternative C coalesces
the most basic obligations we humans owe. We owe these birds first and foremost a protected environment large
enough to insure their continued survival. We owe these birds protection against our ravenous greed to increasingly
invade by . .. homes, shopping malls, natural resources and, all the sort of things man craves to support his need under
the cloak of progress. These key recommendations are for 'the now' and 'the future'. These are the path to preserving
another occupant of this earth.

Thank you.
| support the below information as presented and ask that BLM support this Sustainable Management approach also:

A report by the U.S. Geological Survey and other peer-reviewed research indicate that conserving the Greater Sage-
Grouse will require both protecting large areas of habitat and making significant changes in land management to reverse
population declines of this wide-ranging species. The Survey found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already
heavily degraded and that grouse are only persisting in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. The species’
survival requires a plan that will effectively reduce the rate of its decline and stabilize its population.

For years, fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have dominated public land management across sagebrush
habitats, resulting in significant impacts to wildlife, public recreation, and air and water quality. Protecting large
expanses of important sage-grouse habitat—as outlined in Alternative C—will help stem the decline of many species of
wildlife across the American West. This alternative will also begin restoring balance to an over-utilized and degraded
landscape, while at the same time identifying areas most appropriate for development and those that need to be
avoided.

Jane M Kline
2205 Branch Lane
Hellertown, PA 18055



Erin Jones

From: dave bristow

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:16 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: BLM - Greater Sage Grouse EIS

BLM

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Greater Sage Grouse EIS.
Please consider the following as you update standards in your management plans to conserve sage grouse.

The BLM is doing the right thing by taking the initiative to improve conservation of greater sage grouse, before the only
option left to protect the bird is a listing under the Endangered Species Act.

The greater sage grouse is an important part of the web of life in sagebrush public lands across the western United
States. Future generations should have the opportunity to visit natural areas and see this majestic bird and its
fascinating mating dance.

In order to protect the highest quality habitat, the BLM should not rely on management provisions such as "no surface
occupancy" stipulations, as these can be waived. Instead, the BLM should make permanent mineral withdrawals in the
highest quality areas. If the BLM does consider applying "no surface occupancy" stipulations to these areas, all waivers,
modifications and exemptions should be limited.

The BLM should also consider using tools such as lease buy-backs, amending or canceling leases in important habitat.
The BLM should also work to utilize management tools and designations in a manner that highlights the most important
habitat.

Finally, there is substantial overlap with Lands with Wilderness Character
(LWC) units and Preliminary Priority Habitat throughout the Little Snake and White River BLM Office. Managing to
protect wilderness character also protects critical grouse habitat.

| ask that the BLM put important safeguards in place in its long-term management plans, to save the sage grouse and
conserve our land, water and wildlife for future generations to enjoy.

Thank you.

dave bristow

17367 farmers mine
paonia, CO 81428-7102
970-527-3875



Erin Jones

From: BRAD CASTO

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:42 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: Sage Grouse

My name is Brad Casto. | am a small business owner in Rangely. | also sit on the Town of Rangely
city council and am on the board of directors at Moon Lake Electric. | could go on and on about this
issue but | will keep it as short as | can and to the point. | feel that the BLM is biting the hand that
feeds them. They keep putting these restrictions on our businesses and eventually they are going to
leave. The people that are doing these studies won't even have a job because they won't be getting
any tax dollars to fund their studies. | am an avid outdoorsman and speak to hundreds of people
everyday in my store. | am yet to hear one person say that they want to eradicate any animal or
species of plant, but us humans have to survive. We are the stronger spices and must find common
ground. If more and more restrictions occur on our businesses we are all going to loose everything
that we have worked so hard for. This issue is going to effect hundreds of thousands of people and
their families and jobs. We are already seeing in Rangely. You can go thirty miles from here into
Utah and their businesses are growing. People and businesses would rather go there, than worry
about what our BLM is going to try and pull next. Thank You for you time. Please let me know if you
need anything else.

Brad Casto



Erin Jones

From: Susan Terry

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 2:25 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: BLM - Greater Sage Grouse EIS
BLM

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Greater Sage Grouse EIS.

| am extremely concerned about the decimation of the greater sage grouse by development of all kinds. It is an
important part of the ecology of our western sagebrush lands and lack of habitat for this species also impacts
economically important species such as deer, elk and pronghorns.

Conserving sage grouse habitat also protects land and water supplies.

The BLM should make permanent mineral withdrawals in the highest quality areas. If the BLM does consider applying
"no surface occupancy"

stipulations to these areas, all waivers, modifications and exemptions should be limited. There are already many oil and
gas leases in effect that are not being exploited so that it should not be necessary to make tradeoffs between energy
and native species.

Protecting wilderness and protecting sage grouse are mutually beneficial.
Keeping sagebrush habitat for sage grouse also supports the continuation of ranching opportunities in Colorado and
neighboring states.

The BLM should also consider using tools such as lease buy-backs, amending or canceling leases in important habitat.
The BLM should also work to utilize management tools and designations in a manner that highlights the most important
habitat.

| ask that the BLM put important safeguards in place in its long-term management plans to save the sage grouse and
conserve our land, water and wildlife for future generations.

Thank you.
Susan Terry

61490 Epitaph Rd.
Montrose, CO 81403-8978



Erin Jones

From: Hazel McCoy

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 5:07 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: BLM - Greater Sage Grouse EIS

BLM

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Greater Sage Grouse EIS.
Please consider the following as you update standards in your management plans to conserve sage grouse.

The BLM is doing the right thing by taking the initiative to improve conservation of greater sage grouse, before the only
option left to protect the bird is a listing under the Endangered Species Act.

The greater sage grouse is an important part of the web of life in sagebrush public lands across the western United
States. Future generations should have the opportunity to visit natural areas and see this majestic bird and its
fascinating mating dance.

In order to protect the highest quality habitat, the BLM should not rely on management provisions such as "no surface
occupancy" stipulations, as these can be waived. Instead, the BLM should make permanent mineral withdrawals in the
highest quality areas. If the BLM does consider applying "no surface occupancy" stipulations to these areas, all waivers,
modifications and exemptions should be limited.

The BLM should also consider using tools such as lease buy-backs, amending or canceling leases in important habitat.
The BLM should also work to utilize management tools and designations in a manner that highlights the most important
habitat.

Finally, there is substantial overlap with Lands with Wilderness Character
(LWC) units and Preliminary Priority Habitat throughout the Little Snake and White River BLM Office. Managing to
protect wilderness character also protects critical grouse habitat.

| ask that the BLM put important safeguards in place in its long-term management plans, to save the sage grouse and
conserve our land, water and wildlife for future generations to enjoy.

Thank you.
Hazel McCoy

1040 Gay St
Longmont, CO 80501-4313



Erin Jones

From: George Alderson

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 11:43 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: Greater Sage-grouse DEIS

BLM

Please consider this message as our comment on the Northwest Colorado Greater sage-grouse draft EIS. | (George)
grew up in Oregon and saw sage-grouse in the High Desert region. They had almost gone extinct, but were restored by
conservation management efforts. | have visited your area of Colorado several times for work and pleasure since 1963,
when | worked on a range research project near Cisco, Utah.

In the planning area at issue here, BLM and the Forest Service manage almost 43 percent of the total habitat of Greater
sage-grouse, a total of

1.7 million acres. The agencies should be managing these publicly owned lands to help restore the sage-grouse
population, and make sure it does not decline further. We have these specific suggestions:

1. No Surface Occupancy stipulations have failed because they are too easily waived by field officials when oil drilling
companies put on the pressure. NSO stips should not be relied upon in the sage-grouse restoration. Instead, the high-
quality habitat should be withdrawn from mineral leasing and Mining Law entry. If NSO stips are used at all, they should
be written so tightly that field officials can't be pressured into giving waivers for short-term reasons, overriding the long-
term values of the sage-grouse habitat.

2. The plan should include measures to make it easy for BLM, FS, or nonprofit organizations to buy back leases and
retire the leasehold from being open to new leasing. This would be comparable to the buy/retire concept used to end
livestock grazing on abused public lands, such as Steens Mountain in Oregon.

3. Measures should be included to facilitate amending and canceling leases, so the threat to sage-grouse habitat can be
averted in high-value habitat.

4. When analyzing potential impacts against Greater Sage-grouse, the analysis should not be limited to physical changes
such as surface disturbance and removal of vegetation, but should include behavioral disturbances. If a proposed
activity, such as oil exploration, will make the area less acceptable to Sage-grouse because of their behavioral needs,
that should be an important factor in ruling out the proposal.

Sage-grouse need not only a physical setting, but a habitat propitious to their behavior, such as shelter from predators,
effective nesting sites, effective lek sites.

5. Consider wilderness study areas and "lands with wilderness characteristics" as measures supporting Sage-grouse
habitat. These areas are under restrictions against development that not only help protect wilderness values but help
conserve Sage-grouse habitat.

6. Use ACECs with carefully written management prescriptions to protect Sage-grouse habitat values.
7. Adopt standards to keep off-road vehicles away from high-value Sage-grouse habitat. Many habitat areas should be

completely closed to
ORVs. Vehicles passing near nesting sites and leks would flush the birds



and render the habitat ineffective. It is well known that ORV riders tend to deviate from approved routes, so BLM can't
depend on carefully designed ORV routes to protect the habitat. Complete closure to ORVs is essential for the highest
value habitat.

Thank you for considering our suggestions.

George Alderson

112 Hilton Ave.
Catonsville, MD 21228
410-788-7096



