Erin Jones

From: Sasha Nelson

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 5:01 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear BLM & US Forest Service,

Thank you for finally spending time and energy to better manage Greater Sage Grouse and the sage brush ecosystem
upon which they rely.

As a native of Northwest Colorado, a fourth generation Colorado and Aunt to a 5th generation of proud conservation
minded folks, | am shocked and appalled at the prospect that in my life time | could go from hunting a species for
subsistence living to watching that same species become extinct.

| would like to offer these two editorials as part of my official public
comment:
http://www.craigdailypress.com/news/2013/oct/18/sasha-nelson-sage-grouse-offer-positive-boost-econ/

http://www.craigdailypress.com/news/2013/nov/15/sasha-nelson-circle-life-needs-life-support/

The science of the last 5 years or so is clear - grouse need large areas of relatively intact sage brush mosaic. Until we
know exactly how they use these spaces, we must be conservative. Ranchers are depending on BLM to act as partners to
ensure that cutting edge watering, seeding, sage brush management is duplicated on federal lands to recover the bird. If
BLM doesn't follow best science and practice and instead panders to politics then private and public land
managers/owners will suffer under ESA listing.

| specifically ask BLM to....

1-discount the politically motivated, un-reviewed science offered by Garfield county in the appendix to the DEIS. To
instead consider the peer reviewed science offered by the NTT and COT as the baseline in guiding management
principles.

2-ensure that the final plan closes loopholes such as cat. ex.,waivers and stipulations.

3-manage the habitat well and not just one, but all species stand to benefit. BLM's mandate does NOT require all uses at
all times on all lands.

Greater Sage Grouse are worth saving and it's not too late to do so. Thank you for doing ALL you can to avoid the loss of
our wildlife!

Sasha Nelson
827 Taylor St
Craig, CO 81625-2419
970-629-5138



Erin Jones

From: Hillary Stevenson

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:59 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

NSQ's are not adequate to protect sage grouse, as big companies can buy waivers and find loopholes that will get past
weak protections and will push grouse into extinction. Inaction at this point will result in the loss of an iconic western
species. There are no new species being discovered in CO, but we are too close to losing ones we have discovered.
Please protect all the sage grouse species!

Hillary Stevenson
1940 S Robb Way
Denver, CO 80227-1921



Erin Jones

From: Hannah Berkowitz

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:56 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The residents of CO gave you the job you have right now BLM employees, so show that you work for us and provide
adequate protections for sage grouse habitat. Tell big oil and mineral companies that they can only extract from areas
that are not critical breeding habitat.

Hannah Berkowitz
1247 S Bryant St
Denver, CO 80219-4266



Erin Jones

From: Jason Brown

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:52 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Sage Grouse in CO are a massive draw for birders and that comes with all of their tourist money for the CO economy. Elk
and mule deer hunters would appreciate the "umbrella" protections and population boon. Show the CO residents that
you work for them, and not big oil profit margins.

Jason Brown
100 Sundance Cir
Nederland, CO 80466



Erin Jones

From: Marie Hudson

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:48 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Grouse can only mate in certain critical habitats, so please use the appropriately firm special designations to protect
them for future generations! Annual tourist dollars are more than the short term dollars from mineral leases, and they
don't make the land ugly and uninhabitable.

Marie Hudson
522 Geneva Ave
Boulder, CO 80302-7140



Erin Jones

From: Kate Wisen

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:44 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Grouse need protection or they face the same fate as the Heath Hen.

Allowing a species to go extinct in this day and age is unforgivable. You can always drill somewhere else, but once a
species is gone, it is gone forever. Please protect our CO species! Firm special designations are needed now! No more
loopholes for big business!

Kate Wisen
2790 Vassar Dr
Boulder, CO 80305-5735



Erin Jones

From: Jacob Fenner

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:39 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The BLM needs to commit to providing protecting the wildlife that makes CO wild! If CO loses the land the has
wilderness characteristics, tourism will cease and birders (the most popular sport in America) will cease to spend money
in CO. Please protect the interests of CO residents, not the pockets of big corporations.

Jacob Fenner
340 Fox Dr
Boulder, CO 80303-3532



Erin Jones

From: Sheila Rene Littlehawk-Calicuria

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:39 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am an Outfitter in N.W. Colorado. | do scenic photography tours of wildlife & wild horses. | have hunted, hiked, horse
backed most of this magical corner of the State. | enjoy wilderness and the wildlife that inhabits it - that is the reason |
became an outfitter - so | could share the beauty and awe that | enjoy so much.

The Greater sage grouse need our protection. it is a fragile species that at this point is relying on us to ensure it has a
future, that our children and their children will have the opportunity to see this magnificent bird.

The benefits of protecting this bird will overlap into improved care for other species i.e. deer, elk, antelope, as well as
co-existing and improving ranch lands and grading. We can begin to repair damage done to the habitat balance if we can
reduce the impact of extraction operations.

The habitat that provides a life for these birds also supports so many other animals which in turn improve hunting,
tourism, etc.. generating economic benefits for the local communities.

We have to protect the quality as well as the quantity of habitat. This will require withdraw from these areas for mineral,
gas, oil extraction.
The impact should also be checked from an observance of behavior not just the physical observation of the area.

BLM needs to make certain it gives itself the option, if negative impacts are observed, to buy back leases. It not, we
could stand to lose an irreplaceable resource. After all these birds to are a natural resource.
They must be protected and managed as a valuable part of the natural environment.

Life is truly a never ending circle, if we care for these birds the positive ripple effects within the habitat will be awe
inspiring.

Sheila Rene Littlehawk-Calicuria
85741 W Hwy 40

Craig, CO 81625-9692
970-824-6420



Erin Jones

From: Matthew Atteyaih

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:36 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

NSO's don't do enough to ensure protect the sage grouse, as the BLM can issue waivers and the damage will happen
anyway. Please commit to really putting special designations with firm protections for the sage grouse.
Use ACEC's or similar avenues to make sure that future generations will enjoy the sage grouse as we get to now!

Matthew Atteyaih
1501 Lodge Ln
Boulder, CO 80303-8110



Erin Jones

From: Claire Hunt

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:29 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please protect the sage sea, and everything that uses it as its home!
Without protection and closing loopholes and buying back leases from the most critical habitat we will lose more
species!

Claire Hunt

2870 15th St
Boulder, CO 80304-3526
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Erin Jones

From: William Ammedon

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:27 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Sage grouse are one of the most unique mating species on the planet. Do not risk them as a species, so that companies
can make a profit and leave a wasteland behind. When grouse leave a mating grounds they are gone for good. Please
protect the sage grouse and the sage sea they and all animals call home!

William Ammedon

785 37th St
Boulder, CO 80303-2441
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Erin Jones

From: Sean Davis

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:26 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As a local and an inhabitant of this planet in general | consider it highly important to preserves as much of the natural
condition as possible. Even the smallest imbalance can have catastrophic consequences snowballing into the future.
Only a very short-sighted view point can justifiably endanger or even eliminate a species for the sake of convenience.

The grouse depends in a delicate balance in order to thrive. What affects one species will affect others, as well. In the
time I've lived in the Northwest Colorado I've already observed declining numbers of deer and pronghorn and | think it is
only logical to assume that industrial interests which have a destructive impact on the environment will only cause this
decline to sharpen, threatening not only the sage grouse, bit other animals dependent on the same ecology.

Oil, gas and mineral interests need to be held to a higher standard of accountability, promoting the exploitation of more
"green" (eco-friendly) technologies. Otherwise our dependence on destructive industries will continue to deviate animal
populations and in time,that devastation will come to us, too. We are dependent on the same land as the sage grouse,
for the ecosystem.

Sean Davis

1189 Schrader Ave
Craig, CO 81625-3130
970-620-5618
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Erin Jones

From: Justin Sikkema

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:24 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The sage grouse bring millions of dollars into the CO economy. Please provide enough protection so that tourist dollars
continue to come into CO. | love these amazing birds, so please act in the public's best interest and tell oil and gas and
mineral companies to go somewhere else!

Justin Sikkema

765 15th St
Boulder, CO 80302-7621
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Erin Jones

From: Kenny Redd

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:20 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please provide strict protections for sage grouse as | want my children to see the mating dance and hear their mating
calls. Not to read about how they used to dance when the existed... Stop the rampant waivers and loopholes that
companies use to exploit our resources. Stop allowing public resources to become giant corporations profits.

Kenny Redd

342 Lima St
Aurora, CO 80010-4620
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Erin Jones

From: Kenneth Reed

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:16 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I hunt mule deer and elk, so if they will benefit from protecting sage grouse | am all for it. Make sure that the BLM will
make special designations to protect the most sensitive environments to ensure the grouse species and the ones that
share the habitat and feed my family.

Kenneth Reed

415 Washington Ave
Bennett, CO 80102-8134
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Erin Jones

From: Joy Strelitz

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:11 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have raised 5 wonderful children and have gotten to watch them blossom into beautiful adults. The grouse deserve the
same opportunity to find a mate and a have young together. It, to me, is one of the few basic rights that all animals, not
just humans deserve. If you allow oil and gas and mineral companies to disturb environments without protecting the
most critical environments, than the grouse and everything that also lives alongside the grouse will lose everything. They
cannot simply move somewhere else. Please close the loopholes in the current laws, and provide special designations to
protect the grouse and ensure that future generations will inherit a healthy Earth.

Joy Strelitz

1333 Pike Dr
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1230
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Erin Jones

From: Elizabeth Cook

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:05 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Waking up to wildlife and natural views everyday, is why | proudly call myself a CO resident. | know that if the land were
to be covered in oil extraction and mineral stripping than the wildlife would vanish and | would move. Building on critical
grouse habitat does the same thing to the mating grouse. They leave and never come back. No more breeding grouse,
leaves no more baby grouse, which means it's just a few short years before there are no more grouse at all. The wildlife
in CO, including the sage grouse attract MILLIONS OF DOLLARS to the Colorado economy. Stop protecting the grouse and
CO will lose more than just tourist dollars! We will lose everything that makes CO great!

Elizabeth Cook

731 Colorado Blvd
Idaho Springs, CO 80452
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Erin Jones

From: Dustin Bergstrom

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:02 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| love grouse!

Dustin Bergstrom

PO Box 771117

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477-1117
708-826-0079
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Erin Jones

From: Roy Pentecost

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 4:01 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Leave our land for beauty, diversity and resilience.

Roy Pentecost

PO Box 773448

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477-3448
901-634-6219
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Erin Jones

From: Lindsay Wilkop

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:59 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Such a beautiful creature. Please protect our sage grouse!

Lindsay Wilkop

1555 Shadow Run Ct D 107

Unit D 107

Steamboat Springs, CO 80487-2340
248-330-6665
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Erin Jones

From: Paul Strelitz

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:58 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| live at the base of Pikes Peak and | fully appreciate the need to protect lands with wilderness characteristics! Those
same characteristics made me want to live in CO in the first place. If the amazing landscapes and wildlife were to
disappear, so would much of the population, and so would all of the tourist dollars the the wildlife and landscape
attract!

Please protect the grouse and everything else will benefit as well. Close the loopholes in the laws, and make special
designations to prevent waivers and mineral leasing to continue on sensitive mating habitat!

Paul Strelitz

1333 Pike Dr
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-1230
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Erin Jones

From: Susan Holland

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:57 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Protect the grouse - good for us all - good for economic development - new outing potential for tourists to have a great
day in NW Colorado.

Susan Holland

35 Butcherknife Alley
Steamboat Springs, CO 80488
970-819-1264
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Erin Jones

From: David Goldberg

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:55 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Habitat for hundreds of other wildlife.
Provides jobs.
Good for ranchers.

David Goldberg

PO Box 775692

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477-5692
970-871-1270
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Erin Jones

From: Michelle Goodge

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:53 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have never seen a mating dance as intricate and important as the ones performed by the grouse, for FREE by the way.
That means that the wildlife entices birders to come and watch these dances and spend their money into the Colorado
economy! Protecting the grouse will also protect the elk and mule deer that use that land as well. Especially the land
with wilderness characteristics! Providing protection to grouse also means "umbrella"

Protections for all other species that live alongside the grouse! Protect the grouse and the economy at the same time!

Michelle Goodge

1329 Cedar Ave
Boulder, CO 80304-3115
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Erin Jones

From: Justin Hunsen

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:53 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| love the grouse, need to save!

Justin Hunsen

1555 Shadow Run Ct D 107
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487-2340
719-244-4170

25



Erin Jones

From: Marilyn Palmer

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:50 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

All my life I've been a wildlife & bird advocate. As a Colorado resident for almost 50 years, | feel a strong kinship to our
land and all creatures that live in our beautiful state. Yet, | also see and feel distinct trend toward fragmentation and
habitat loss that threatens so many of our wildlife creatures, specifically the greater sage grouse.

We, as citizens and as managers of the vast BLM lands, need to be ever mindful to find new ways and methods to
protect quality habitat. Please consider improvement of the current plans to improve conservation, work toward co-
operation with ranchers and energy developers and for more hands on management practices so that our grouse
number do not decline further.

Together we can all share this planet as we MUST share our space!

Marilyn Palmer

PO Box 880078

Steamboat Springs, CO 80488-0078
970-871-4516
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Erin Jones

From: Matthew Strelitz

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:48 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

After seeing the presentation on sage grouse, my eyes are wide open! These amazing birds need immediate and special
protections designations! The current laws in place do not do enough to protect the grouse adequately.

If a species of grouse disappears from the Colorado sage seas in my lifetime that would demonstrate the BLM's inability
to function in the best interest of the public. It would also show that they care more about making money for the
oil/gas/mineral industries than about the health of the environment that we all live in. Please, stop making short term
decisions that have long term affects!

Matthew Strelitz

1427 N Royer St
Colorado Springs, CO 80907-7631
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Erin Jones

From: J Davis

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:43 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Decline is a word laced with tragedy and sadness. The dwindling of a species, let alone its possible extinction, goes
beyond that and echoes of a darker whole. Many people can say how the fate of one species reflect the fate of the ones
around it, and the region around that, and son on ("as it is above, so it is below, " in the words of Hermes Trismegistus).
Can enough people understand it? Really understand it? That will be seen, soon enough.

What happens to the sage grouse is a window on to what is happening to the land where it thrives and all that lives
there, which is in turn a window on the region, the nation, the continent and so on....

You get the point...

But the bigger picture is not all that is at stake. The sage grouse itself is an animal of surprising intelligence, of delightful
charm. It touches the people that are fortunate enough to see it, to watch it play with the elk (and, yes, this happened),
to see its elegant courtship rituals - which it will only do in its native lands. Whether one believes in millions of years of
Evolution, the active hand of a Creator or something else entirely, this one animal is a precious rarity seen nowhere else.
To destroy it would be nothing short of the blackest crime, particularly for such short-sighted motives as to make an
easy profit.

It is not that profit is bad. Where there is a creative, intelligent mind it can be found responsibly, but never at the
expense of Life. Yes, the best habitats should be removed from future leasing. Waivers should be flat out denied, though
given the unlikelihood of this limiting them as much as possible will have to do. All areas of critical habitat should be
strictly protected, bough back where possible in the cases where someone has a deed. That way, they can reinvest their
money, responsibly and creatively, elsewhere.

In honor,
J Davis

J Davis

1017 School St

Craig, CO 81625-2345
970-824-7419
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Erin Jones

From: David Sanchez

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:43 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The sage grouse need to be protected. They are an icon of the west and if we allow them to go extinct, then people will
lose faith in the BLM's ability to protect any species! People who vote, they also pay attention to what happens to
species they live with and see everyday. When you allow species to disappear in the name of profits, then the voters
start to question the actions of the BLM. Restore faith in the BLM and act swiftly to protect the sage grouse before we
lose another species!

David Sanchez

3073 Fulton Cir
Boulder, CO 80301-2292
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Erin Jones

From: Mark Strelitz

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:36 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

There are too many loopholes in the current grouse protection. We need to limit the waivers issued and definitely need
to designate critical habitat areas. If the land is just right to provide annual mating grounds for grouse, we cannot
assume they can just up and relocate. They will not know where to dance for the ladies!

Mark Strelitz

3611 Bryant St
Denver, CO 80211-2854
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Erin Jones

From: Patrick Calicuria

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:33 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The amount of wildlife that has declined in my lifetime is beyond scope.

If we do not take steps to save declined species there will not be any left. In the past twenty-five years the declines have
snowballed; loss of habitat and predation (be it man or predator).

Any areas containing critical habitat should not be leased out for oil and gas, buy back and close.

Set the reclaim deposit on new oil and gas high enough that they will actually do the work , $500,000.

We must keep something for posterity and not allow greed to consume all of it.

Post Script,
Remember when there were thousands of grouse, | do.

Patrick Calicuria
85741 W Hwy 40
Craig, CO 81625-9692
970-824-6420
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Erin Jones

From: Lauren Winton

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:26 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

ACEC's is a good place to start, in terms of protecting sage grouse.

However, we need to close the current loopholes in the laws so that the grouse can benefit from the protection without
suffering from the waivers and mineral leasing. Please buy back the current leases, and use special designations to
protect critical mating habitat. Remember, there is no reset button for extinction.

Lauren Winton

301 Bannock St
Denver, CO 80223-1171
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Erin Jones

From: Caroline Briggs

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:22 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| see pigeons and crows everyday, but | know that they are very flexible with where they can find a mate and make a
nest. However, the sage grouse can only find a mate in places where males can perform their mating dances, and the
females can chose the strongest to mate with, which keeps the species healthy. If you limit this process in any way then
you are effectively weakening the species as a whole because the females have fewer choices and choose less suitable
mates and mate less frequently.

Please prevent the grouse from the fate of the Heath Hen.Thank you.

Caroline Briggs

2429 Clarkson St
Denver, CO 80205-5122
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Erin Jones

From: Brian Umbarger

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:17 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I don't know a lot about wildlife, but | do know that there are no species that are not important. Even annoying
mosquitoes are food for tons of species. So not firmly protecting the sage grouse is saying they are not important. |
imagine that all of these comments are evidence that they are very important, and need to have special designations to
ensure they are around forever.

Brian Umbarger

7775 Quitman St
Westminster, CO 80030-4566
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Erin Jones

From: Ethan Gray

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:13 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

My girlfriend is a pediatric nurse, so | know the importance of protecting the health of a species, especially the young. So
when you allow mineral, oil, and gas corporations to disturb and extract from the critical habitat that grouse use to
breed and create more young, than it the grouse will never be able to increase it's population. This is a slippery slope
towards extinction. Please ensure that my future family can enjoy these amazing birds. Thanks!

Ethan Gray

456 S Vine St
Denver, CO 80209-2720
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Erin Jones

From: Sarah Lim

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 3:07 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I am a hiker, biker, camper, and birder so | appreciate all that nature has to offer me. Knowing now that the sage grouse
is in as much trouble as it is, we need to act as quickly as possible to protect and preserve these birds and the land they
use to mate. Building on critical mating habitat is the same as turning our hospitals into parking lots, and Walmarts
because when we need to give birth we need special places to do so.

Removing the habitat that grouse need is just as ruthless, thoughtless, and devoid of all forethought. Please protect
these amazing birds, because they cannot do it themselves!

Sarah Lim

456 S Vine St
Denver, CO 80209-2720
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Erin Jones

From: Jesse Smith

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:59 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

We need to protect these amazing and sensitive species for our future generations, and for the health of the
environment and ecosystem. Most people are not aware that if one species is lost from an ecosystem, that can never be
replaced, and it performed an ecosystem function that even biologists might not be aware of yet. We cannot tread
lightly around things as important as the health of the environment we all live in.

Jesse Smith

1001 E Ohio Ave
Denver, CO 80209
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Erin Jones

From: Pam Jorgensen

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:56 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As BLM is developing its Resource Management Plans for the enormous Northwest Colorado District, | would support
incorporating conservation measures that will optimize protection of the greater sage grouse and the habitat that they
occupy.

| write this only from the perspective of an individual who appreciates and tries to respect the delicate balance of our
environment. The sage grouse population has dwindled significantly over the several decades as their habitat has
become threatened by our need to hastily exploit other resources in these areas whether it be agriculture, housing
development or mineral/gas and oil exploration. And this sagebrush habitat is not only necessary for the sustainability
of the sage grouse population but also for other wildlife (elk, pronghorns etc.) that define these regions.

Management of such an immense area with such diverse resources will require the need for some very common sense
safeguards that protect the natural qualities of these areas for future generations of not just mankind but the very wild
and balanced ecosystem that has been here for ions.

In that light, | would support BLM to have the options to amend, cancel or buy-back oil/gas leases in Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern where the sage grouse habitat is so important. Also, withdrawing minerals from future leasing in
these identified areas of critical habitat and not rely on agreements of No Surface Occupation that can be waived.

BLM has to manage and balance our natural resources while being bombarded by the sometimes selfish interests of
many different organizations and businesses. In making those decisions, if the perspective and decision making was
made by someone who might be here 200 years from now and not in the present time, what would they want the
landscape to look like - would

clean air, water and abundant wildlife be important? | always hope to

someday personally witness the spectular mating dance of the sage grouse, | hear it is something to behold!

Thank you for protecting the natural gifts that we all borrow while on this earth.

Pam Jorgensen

1910 Broadway

Grand Junction, CO 81507-9559
970-242-6401
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Erin Jones

From: Katie Donovan

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:53 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

We need to make special designations that protect sage grouse from all of the loopholes that oil/gas/mineral companies
use to gain access to critical habitat. Also, land with special wilderness characteristics needs to be protected as it does
double duty. Please protect our sage grouse populations as they need enough protection to ensure their continued
existence on this Earth.

Katie Donovan

890 S Gilpin St
Denver, CO 80209-4515
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Erin Jones

From: Scott Schlollenberger

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:44 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| love the amazing dances that these birds perform! They are beautiful and majestic, all while being an icon of the west.
The NSO's in place are not enough, as they can be waived by aggressive oil/gas companies. We need strict special
designations so that critical habitat can be protected and preserved for future generations. Thank you for allowing our
children and their children to enjoy these amazing birds.

Scott Schlollenberger

3629 Sheridan Blvd
Boulder, CO 80033
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Erin Jones

From: Harlin Savage

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:40 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| love the Greater sage grouse, and | love this bird's Colorado habitat, which happens to encompass some of Colorado's
best public lands and an awful lot of habitat for other western species. | am writing to urge you and other decision-
makers to protect the maximum amount of remaining sage grouse habitat before it is too late. Right now, things are out
of balance and tilted too heavily in favor of development, especially fossil fuel production. Please restore the balance
before we lose this important western species and its habitat.

Withdrawing the best habitat from future leasing; closing loopholes by limiting waivers, modifications and exceptions in
core habitat; amending, canceling and/or buying back leasing in areas of critical habitat; designating Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern for core grouse habitat; and protecting Lands with Wilderness Character are all appropriate and
necessary ways to conserve sage grouse.

| have lived and worked in Colorado for more than 15 years, and | moved here, when | could have gone anywhere,
because of this state's amazing public lands and wild rivers, its native wildlife, and its exceptional outdoor recreation
opportunities. Let's keep it that way.

Please be a good steward of the land.

Thank you.

PS: | am going to sign up to go on a tour of sage grouse territory next Spring!

Harlin Savage

1050 Tantra Park Circle
Boulder, CO 80305-6188
303-554-8946
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Erin Jones

From: Peter Ferguson

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:26 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am an avid birder and hiker, but when | heard that the population numbers of sage grouse had declined as much as
they have, | was saddened.

The NSO's that are in place are not doing the job they were originally intended to do, because they can be waived! This
loophole needs to be closed, or they need to make special designations to prevent oil/gas/mineral companies cannot
disturb the grouse's fragile habitat.

Please protect our native wildlife!

Peter Ferguson

215 S 39th St

Boulder, CO 80305-5409
720-201-1896
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Erin Jones

From: Janice Sheperd

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:10 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Not long ago my husband and | came across some grouse walking beside a dirt road. We stopped the truck to watch
and had the pleasure of watching the male go into his whole puffed up strut dance with the great sound of thumping.
We sat transfixed. While I'm not sure if this was a "greater sage grouse", | believe steps need to be taken to actively
work towards increasing the populations of this species so magical moments like the one we experienced can continue
to occur.

The birds decline is greatly disturbing. As loss of habitat is likely one of the big problems, | support withdrawing from
leasing for oil/gas all high quality habitats. Just relying on no surface disturbance is not sufficient. Current leases in high
quality habitat should not be renewed and the BLM should consider buying back leases that have not been developed in
those same habitats.

Protecting habitat via special designations such as ACEC's or steps that preserve lands with wilderness characteristics
not only will benefit the Greater Sage Grouse but all aspects of the biological systems related to sage brush would thrive
better, such as game animals that are also important to the Colorado economy.

Janice Sheperd

2310 Cypress Ct
Grand Junction, CO 81506-8452
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Erin Jones

From: Sherry Schenk

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 2:00 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As someone who enjoys walking in natural areas, taking photos and noticing plant and animal life. | suggest the greatest
protection for the sage grouse possible. While | see several strengths to the preferred alternative (alt. D) my beliefs lead
me to support Alt. C. Alt. C would limit areas that would be open to mineral leasing and increase ROW acres.

| would support building larger acreages of suitable habitat by improved solid stands of sage brush plots. The BLM could
use special management designations and objectives such as ACEC's, LWC's and priority habitat to give the sage grouse
an environment that will encourage the growth of the species.

Sherry Schenk

379 Ridge View Dr

Grand Junction, CO 81507-1643
970-596-8510
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Erin Jones

From: Joyce Olsen

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:51 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The point that is often not considered is the forward, the future, the 50, 100, 500 years down the line. We need to think
of the loss to young people and the great grand kids. Surely there are areas of compromises in land to come and let the
kids and future generations have an appreciation of what we have. I'm a Great Old Broad for Wilderness and one of our
matters is - It's OKAY to use the land, it's not OKAY to abuse it.

(Be sage about your activities on our lands)

Joyce Olsen

2068 Snow Mesa Ln

Grand Junction, CO 81507-8750
970-243-6296

45



Erin Jones

From: Denise Vollmar

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:42 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Simple, Protect the land. These grouse need to be protected because they cannot protect themselves. They do not
have any grouse in the Senate or Congress to speak for them. We need to stop the use of NSO's because they can be
waived. Please protect our lands, so that everything else that uses that land can benefit from that protection.

Denise Vollmar

3145BRd

Grand Junction, CO 81503-9618
970-434-1182
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Erin Jones

From: Mark Vollmar

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:38 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have been an outdoors man for most of my life working on Ranches as a teenager. At 54 years old | unfortunately
have seen a decline in habitat and wildlife numbers.

Protecting the habitat that's left is the key to the survival of sage grouse and other species. It's a known fact that
seems to be overlooked at the expense of life.

More care needs to be taken in the selection of drilling sites for energy and future development.

Mark Vollmar

3145 Blvd

Grand Junction, CO 81501
970-434-1182
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Erin Jones

From: Eric Rechel

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:29 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| support alternative C. We need to protect/buy as much land as possible to minimize leasing. Alternative D has too
many loopholes and will be ineffective to protect the sage grouse. It is the new century where everyone must act to
protect our wildlife. We must make sacrifices so that others, grouse, may survive.

Eric Rechel

2890 Seely
Grand Junction, CO 81503-2158
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Erin Jones

From: Nakia Lilly

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:27 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I'm writing today because | am a native Coloradoan, a nature lover and avid hunter. | spend as much of my time in our
beautiful outdoors as | can and care very much about protecting wildlife habitat for my family and our future
generations, as well as for the wildlife itself.

| feel strongly that corporate interests have received undue privilege when decisions are being made about land use. |
believe that it is time for a strong push in Colorado to protect land for the species native to it.

| would like to see remaining high quality wildlife habitat set aside and any minerals there withdrawn from future
leasing. There should be an option to amend, cancel or buy-back leases that have been made. When making land use
decisions, analysis of the behavioral disturbances for wildlife in addition to the physical removal of habitat need to be
considered.

Please protect what is wonderful and beautiful about Colorado for the native species of wildlife and those who enjoy it
and don't give it away to corporate greed.

Nakia Lilly

2701 Garden Dr.

Fort Collins, CO 80526-1333
970-416-6540
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Erin Jones

From: Frank Swain

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:24 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Sage Grouse and their ever increasing threat from rapid development in Colorado are emblematic of the competing
narratives the Centennial state

faces: develop as much and as quickly as possible and reap the economic gain versus protecting our sensitive areas
(from said development) that are the reason for our Colorado way of life. These narratives are not mutually exclusive.
Please consider commonsense solutions to protecting the iconic Sage Grouse such as preserving the highest quality
wildlife habitats, restore balance to our land, and ensure the Sage Grouse can survive comfortably and without
disturbances so future generations can experience the treasured animal.

Frank Swain

950 Lafayette St
Denver, CO 80218-3162

50



Erin Jones

From: Clee Sealing

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:23 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As a retired biologist with the CO Division of Wildlife and as a member of the North American Grouse Partnership. I've
lived through the major decline of the Greater Sage Grouse in NW CO.

The reasons for this decline are well documented:
1. Overgrazing by sheep and cows.
2. Fragmentation of habitat by many sources - roads, powerlines, fires, uncontrolled vehicle use.

The situation has been allowed to get so bad that recovery is almost impossible. A look at the aerial photos of sage
brush habitat that were taken in the 1940-50's and then much later provide a graphic picture of how much damage has
been done and how difficult it would be to fix.

Clee Sealing

1670N 1/2 Rd

Fruita, CO 81521-9237
970-858-9659
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Erin Jones

From: Jan Burch

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:12 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| grew up on a Flint Hills Prairie in Kansas. When | walked to my county school | heard them (Prairie Chickens) calling. |
became entranced with the calls of grouse in general. | can't imagine that my grand children will be hearing stories
about our Greater Sage Grouse, and the Gunnison Sage Grouse like our generation hears about the Heath Hen's
extinction.

Something can and must be done to protect the fragmentation of these remaining habitat. Surface disturbance rule just
does not cover it. Buying back leases may be what is needed. No more delays for study, just do what is right for the
birds. Lots of people know it should be done.

Jan Burch

395 Lime Kiln Way

Grand Junction, CO 81507-2630
970-242-8451
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Erin Jones

From: Mary Thom

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 1:00 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am a Grand Junction resident who enjoys hiking and bird-watching in greater CO. | strongly support higher protection
for the CO sage grouse.

Conserving important areas for the grouse would also benefit other species who depend on the same land (e.g. mule
deer,elk). These grouse are beautiful and unique, a sum of the region. | urge the BLM to consider strong measures that
will allow for meaningful, longer term protections.

One of those would be to opt for withdrawing mineral leases from the most key habitats. Also, to mitigate wherever you
can against fragmentation by allowing for the most used (by the birds) areas to be protected. Thank you for your
stewardship of our public lands.

Mary Thom

1225 Chipeta Ave

Grand Junction, CO 81501-4435
612-868-3025
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Erin Jones

From: Ken Scissors

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:47 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

My primary interest is in a healthy ecosystem with protection of our natural flora and fauna.
A few points:

-Don't rely on NSQ's in highest impact habitat.

-ACEC should include, amend, cancel, or buy back options.

-Include behavioral disturbance analysis for disturbance caps.

-Utilize ACEC's liberally to highlight critical habitat.

Bottom line: Err on the side of protecting nature, there is no turning back once a species, or habitat is destroyed.
Industrial needs, are transient and flexible, and to favor them over the environment is short-sighted and irrevocably
destructive to all living things, including humans!

Ken Scissors

1725 Chipeta

Grand Junction, CO 81501-4445
970-314-0005
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Erin Jones

From: Jim Spehar

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:38 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As a 4th generation Coloradan and a hunter, | believe that habitat preservation for all species is imperative if we are to
preserve outdoor opportunities for future generations. While | support the collaborative efforts underway to preserve
and protect sage grouse without listing them.

| also believe we must rely on science for the final decision. While | believe we can adapt our lifestyle and economics to
deal with listing, if it becomes necessary. | don't believe the same is true of the birds.

Protecting sage grouse habitat also helps ensure preservation of necessary habitat for other species including game
species, providing the basis for economic activity related to hunting, fishing, and agriculture.

Jim Spehar

2688 Malibu Dr

Grand Junction, CO 81506-1734
970-242-4030

55



Erin Jones

From: Terry Carwile

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:27 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have hunted sage grouse, but do not partake in that activity anymore. | still enjoy seeing them in my travels around the
county, but my personal observation is that their population has declined significantly. Overall, | enjoy encounters with
wildlife in Moffat County. My friends from Colorado Parks and Wildlife call Moffat County the "Serengeti" of CO.
Wildlife is an important cultural ad economic feature in our part of the world. It is one of the primary reason | moved to
northwest CO in the mid-1970's. It is crucial that our wildlife resource be preserved for future generations | believe that
with careful planning wildlife activities can co-exist with energy development. It would be a shame to see the discussion
about sage grouse turn into some sort of zero-sum game.

Terry Carwile

543 Yampa Ave

Craig, CO 81625-2611
970-824-5343
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Erin Jones

From: Rodolfo Sosa

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:19 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

In the simplest and most common sense words - We must not only protect and preserve the Greater Sage Grouse but
other species of animals including humans from habitat loss and fragmentation caused by oil and gas development,
agricultural conversion of land, and exurban housing development. | support the recovery of the Greater Sage Grouse
through habitat protection through:

. Withdraw minerals from future leasing.

. Include options to amend, cancel or buy-back leases.

. Include analysis of behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat.

sincerely,
Rodolfo Sosa, BS, MTIASCP)

Rodolfo Sosa

12 Creasted Hill Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81008-1847
719-248-8990
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Erin Jones

From: Carter Chadwick

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:18 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| grew up in northwest CO and in past years was an avid sage grouse hunter. | would also go out in the spring and
watch them dance. | have been appalled and saddened by their dramatic decline. Just in my lifetime, but their current
populations are so sad when | remember the abundance my father described. When he was growing up on a
homestead. They relied on them as a major food source and he got tired of eating them.

| would encourage the BLM and the Colorado DOW to do everything in their power to prevent these (and other)
grouse from further declines. It seems to me that the major threat is loss of habitat. We need firm policies to prevent
this loss, especially in the light of increasing fossil fuel extraction.

Carter Chadwick

437 W 7th St

Craig, CO 81625-2519
970-824-2728
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Erin Jones

From: Pete Maysmith

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:13 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| spent a chilly morning earlier this year in a viewing trailer watching the sage grouse dance in a lek. Wow! It was a
terrific experience and one | want my children and many others to be able to enjoy in the future.

Please adopt a strong plan that ensures that the grouse has the land necessary for their survival. | know there will be
energy development in NW Colorado but we should not allow the best habitat to be leased and drilled. In addition, the
fewer waivers granted the better.

Thank you for your work on this critical issue. Please write a strong plan to save the sage grouse for future generations!
Pete Maysmith
2517 Akron Ct.

Denver, CO 80238-2761
303-257-0414
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Erin Jones

From: Janet Sheridan

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:10 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am concerned about the world my grandchildren will inhabit and about the welfare of the small northwestern town
where | live, Craig, CO.

Both will benefit if sage grouse are protected and their habitat is conserved. There must be a balance in the West
between energy demands and quality of life; clean air, clean water, and native wildlife we can enjoy and others can use
it. Thus protecting an economic boon to our area.

To ensure these things, BLM should eliminate minerals from future leasing in the best habitat areas. NSO's aren't
enough. They can be waived. Please save our sage grouse.

Janet Sheridan

701 Taylor St
Craig, CO 81625-2513
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Erin Jones

From: Johanna Chadwick

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 12:03 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have lived in Moffat County since 1974. My husband and | have enjoyed watching these birds and have even had the
privilege of watching them do their mating dance (strut) in the spring of the year.

As you must know, Moffat County encompasses a huge land space! | feel it is very important to protect these natives
of our land and that there should be a way to comfortably protect them. This could be done by withdrawing the best
habitat from future leasing.

Please conserve the grouse habitat!

Johanna Chadwick
437 W 7th St

Craig, CO 81625-2519
970-824-2728
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Erin Jones

From: Denise McManus

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 11:55 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am falling in love with the sage grouse! It seems fairly obvious that these birds need a lot of protection. It is also
obvious that ranch land can serve two purposes at once. Protect the ranch land that grouse also use, and protect that
land to keep the ranchers livelihood safe as well.

Thank you for keeping our living heritage at healthy populations!

Denise McManus

700 Yampa Ave Unit A308
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487-5166
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Erin Jones

From: Joseph McManus

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 11:49 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

We love to discover new birds and this species the sage grouse represents our wildlife heritage in a way similar to the
Bison. The gift to our grand children is their chance to again and for the first time, discover the sage grouse in their sage
sea natural habitat. Please preserve our natural heritage.

Joseph McManus

700 Yampa Ave Unit A308
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487-5166
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Erin Jones

From: Scott Braden

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 10:42 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please take decisive action to protect the core habitat of the Greater Sage Grouse by utilizing mineral withdrawals for
highest quality habitat, NSOs with limited exceptions and opportunities for lease buy-backs and amending. | urge BLM to
utilize designations like ACEC and protecting Lands with Wilderness Characteristics, which has a great overlap with GSG
habitat.

Thanks
Scott Braden

1530 Newton St #1
Denver, CO 80204-5808
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Erin Jones

From: Janet Johnson

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 10:36 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here.

| lived in Gunnison County for 30 years and witnessed the beauty and balance of nature and insurance of future
generations ecological health with a strong Sage Grouse population. | now live in Grand Junction, where | grew up during
the uranium boom. We recently witnessed Energy Fuels of Canada passing off a quote from the Montrose Daily Press
about the absence of the sage grouse from the area they want to build a uranium mill, and the CDPHE accepted that in
their EIS.

| am requesting that you demand actual scientific evidence in EIS statments and that variances are not granted in critical
breeding and habitat areas.

Thank you for your work in this vital area...it ensures a brighter, more balanced future for future generations.

Janet Johnson

2037 Wrangler Court

Grand Junction, CO 81507-9777
970-256-9459
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Erin Jones

From: Kathleen Riley

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 9:30 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Greetings, BLM,

I'm a wildlife watcher and resident of rural Colorado. I'm writing today to encourage your agency to give the strongest
protection to the sage grouse. Clearly, when you support the integrity of the grouse habitat, you support a whole
ecosystem that we must protect--for ourselves and future generations.

Please ensure that the best habitats for the grouse are protected from oil and gas development and that any existing

loopholes are filled in the process. | understand your agency is working hard on this, and | salute you for your efforts.

Kathleen Riley
1037 Ranger Station Road
Florissant, CO 80816-9117
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Erin Jones

From: Kathy Slaughter

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 9:16 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Because the sage grouse has a dwindling habitat and has disappeared at an alarming rate, regulations and restrictions
need to be established to protect the species. Predators swoop down on the birds as they attempt to cross drilling roads
and cleared areas, and nesting areas have been disturbed resulting in tragic loss of this beautiful bird.

Kathy Slaughter

2990 1/2 Red Willow Drive
Grand Junction, CO 81504-8648
970-243-0559
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Erin Jones

From: Susan Smith

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 8:29 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am greatly concerned about the loss of the sage grouse habitat because it is important for us to preserve land and
water areas that we enjoy and want future generations to enjoy. In addition, the habitat is beneficial to animals other
that the sage grouse, such as elk, mule deer, pronghorn,and others that locals and visitors value, so we must protect the
land for economic as well as environmental reasons.

Susan Smith

5616 Yorke St NW
Concord, NC 28027
704-786-4783
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Erin Jones

From: Gina McAfee

Sent: Monday, December 02, 2013 7:30 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am writing to you today because | am very concerned about the declining sage grouse habitat. | am a Colorado native
and my son is a hunter and a Colorado native. We are quite concerned about the precipitous decline in sage grouse
populations.

| urge you to modify the plan to clearly define specific action which you will take to protect thge highest quality sage
grouse habitat. | believe this should include canceling existing leases, not allowing future leases and analyzing
behavioral disturbances to these important birds - not just physical habitat removal.

| truly believe that everything is hitched to everything else in the
universe. The short term gain is not worth longer term loss of a
species.

Thank you for this consideration

Gina McAfee

Gina McAfee

4409 Prado Drive

Boulder , CO 80303-9631
303-499-3895

69



Erin Jones

From: Todd Patrick

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 10:45 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here.
HiJIm,

Thanks for the opportunity to be able to voice my opinion on the Sage Grouse. I've been fortunate to have been able to
view and watch these iconic birds in action on Leks the last couple springs. Its pretty darn neat to see and everyone
should have a chance in their lifetime to view them in action and doing what they've done for eons.

It would be fantastic to be able to set aside some prime land which is getting more and more fragmented these
days(even in remote NW Colorado) due to energy production and other outside interests. Unfortunately it looks like it
needs permanent protection though as some folks never give up the fight for their interests. | would like to see land
withdrawn from future leasing to hopefully help the grouse survive an already stressed situation and be able to continue
the tradition they are breed to do.

The Grouse seem to be barely hanging on with all the other competition and predators they have already. Seems man is
in control of their destiny and that it would be a shame if people in the future were not able to view and appreciate the
uniqueness of these special birds.

Thanks again,

Todd Patrick
Todd Patrick
1587 Crawford Way

Glenwood Spgs, CO 81601-4578
970-618-9084
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Erin Jones

From: Jessica Brown

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 9:50 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

1) I grew up in a family of hunters, and my dad was a bird-watcher. I still hike and bird-watch (often), and occasionally
hunt (when | have the time/people to go with).

2) A positive part of the plan is that steps are being taken to prevent the greater sage grouse from being disturbed by
roads, power lines, and windmills.

| do not like that, under Alternative D, no land is closed to oil and gas leasing, since drilling can disturb bird habitats.
Even as it stands now,

100,200 acres of land are closed to oil and gas leasing. Under plan D, 0 acres would be closed to oil and gas leasing. That
does not make sense.

| prefer a mixture of plan B and plan C, overall. Plan C goes too far with the sheer number of acres blocked to livestock
grazing, and right-of-way exclusion areas. | think that some land probably needs to be blocked from livestock grazing,
but | do not see how it could be over 1.7 million acres' worth. (Perhaps half of that? A third?) | think that it could be
potentially detrimental to the ranching and farming communities if the greater sage grouse became listed as
endangered, and some protection is obviously needed, though | do not understand how it could be as much as

1.7 million acres. (In Sweden, they have programs set up where ranchers work together with bird-watchers to set up
conservation programs, and that seems to work well. Perhaps a compromise could be reached here, as well.)

Some things were not covered in the plans at all, and | thought they could have been. | feel that more could be done to
improve the quality of grouse habitat on private land. Since the majority of the 2.4 million acres of preliminary primary
habitat used by the greater sage grouse is located on private land, | think that some monetary incentives could be
included in the plan to encourage farmers and other private landowners to keep a section of their land "virgin."

For land that has already been planted or used in another way, landowners could be paid a monthly/annual amount (or
given a tax incentive) to plant the most attractive sections (in terms of sage grouse habitat) with sagebrush. Alternatively
(if this would work - | am not a sage grouse expert), they could plant their least attractive farm land with sagebrush,
thereby providing additional habitat for the sage grouse while gaining a tax/other benefit for themselves.

Another option that might be possible is setting up breeding/hunting farms for greater sage grouse (I visited a pheasant
farm as a child - it seems this might work with grouse, as well). The "excess" greater sage grouse (over a certain number)
could be released into the wild to increase the number of wild sage grouse. These farms could, initially, receive tax
credits for setting up. They would then receive a bonus for the number of healthy adult grouse that they released into
the wild each year. (Remember when they started releasing falcons onto skyscrapers in cities, and that saved
endangered falcons?)

3) Yes, | believe that the best habitats should be withdrawn from future leases by the BLM. | think that this should be

done "with heart," and that families/individuals that have leased for a long time and that are posing little threat to the
habitat of the greater sage grouse could perhaps be negotiated with instead.
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| do not think that there should be any "one-size-fits-all" solutions in this new plan, but that each situation should be
viewed individually.

The core habitat needs to be protected from things like pesticides/fracking waste water, windmills, power lines, etc. as
much as is possible.

Please close loopholes and limit waivers for things that are not emergencies or things involving Native American rights, a
person's religion, etc. It is nauseating, really, when something is passed only to be circumvented by 15 people
immediately afterwards.

Thank you very much for taking the time to read my comment!
Jessica Brown
5854 Mountain Shadows Blvd

Firestone, CO 80504-6438
720-491-0822
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Erin Jones

From: Katrina Byars

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 9:16 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The Greater Sage Grouse is reliant on very specific habitat in the sage shrub lands. They are a vital component to
ecosystem health in the western United States, and their habitat should be protected from all future energy or road
development. They are a very valuable species, and their current numbers must be maintained through habitat
conservation.

Katrina Byars

414 Sopris Avenue
Carbondale, CO 81623-2038
970-963-7180
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Erin Jones

From: Jim McCallum

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 8:39 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here
This noble bird helped to sustain
my ancestors when they homesteaded in the Grouse's habitat. Now the species captures the interest and fuels the
political activities in their preservation by many people including key staff on Congressional Committees. Save Cecil!

Jim McCallum

7807 Chelton Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
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Erin Jones

From: Kathryn Rose

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 7:16 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear District Manager,

I live in Denver and | moved to Colorado because of its beautiful mountains and wonderful wildlife. Please do
everything in your power to protect the Sage Grouse. We, as citizens of Colorado and the USA, need our living species
far more than we need another ore rock or drop of fossil fuel.

Please withdraw minerals from future leasing in Sage Grouse habitat.

Please also include options to amend, cancel or buy back current leases.

Kathryn Rose
2749 Lafayette St.
Denver, CO 80205-4448
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Erin Jones

From: Maya Kurtz

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 6:26 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please act now to preserve habitat for the sage grouse. This unique animal is threatened by human activity and overuse
of their habitat. There is plenty of other land that can be used for grazing and oil development.

Preserving habitat for the sage grouse will have little negative economic impact on the people of Garfield County and
the surrounding area. Even is there is a small amount of negative economic impact, it is a worthy sacrifice to keep this
beautiful bird from going extinct in Colorado.

Again, please act to protect the sage grouse!

Maya Kurtz

336 Park Drive

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601-4164
970-987-2981
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Erin Jones

From: Marjie Tomter

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 6:12 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here. | am an active conservationist, environmental educator and working very hard to
protect our environment.

Every time we preserve for other species, we make our own survival better.

The best land. and the most land, needs to be set aside for the earth and its flora and fauna...hence this grouse.
Humans are able to re-develop and contain in ways other species can not.

Do not let money and promises of money distract you from your task at hand, which is to protect and preserve the
resources. Be tough.

Marjie Tomter

1097 Lake Shore Road
Grafton, Wl 53024
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Erin Jones

From: Joyce Crawford

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 6:08 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| attended the Silt BLM meeting in October regarding the Sage Grouse.
| thought it was an informative meeting and it was obvious to me as the meeting progressed how much time and
research the federal agencies - FWS, BLM, and NFS had put in to the plight of the sage grouse. | was impressed and glad
to see the agencies step up to protect the grouse.

Some people and groups are opposed to protecting the grouse for various reasons. Most opposition is based on
economic reasons. However, | do believe they are greatly over exaggerating the economical impact the protection of the
grouse will cause, and considering the source, it should be overlooked. The true economical impact will be much
smaller.

| think the federal proposals are fair and | fully support protection for the grouse. In fact, | would like to see even
stronger protection for the grouse with more emphasis on preserving habitat.

| am a wildlife enthusiast. | love the outdoors and all the richness of nature that it offers. We have to be good
stewards of the land and all its diversity. In recent times we have not been good stewards allowing way to much
plunder & devastation. Itis time to do a better job in protecting our public lands & all wildlife. Many people support
protection for the grouse and your own research shows that the Sage Grouse needs help now, so take a stand for the
Sage Grouse and help preserve them for the future.

Joyce Crawford

8539 Rd 245

New Castle, CO 81647
970-984-2806
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Erin Jones

From: Wglen Bateman

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 6:07 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here

| am a 3rd yr biology student and any conservation (even invasives

eradication) toward biodiversity is a good thing- especially in light of the fact WE may be intensifying climate change and
every species on spaceshipEarth will have to adapt(see ncdc.noaa.gov & ipcc.ch). | tell you that we OWE this land the
best stewardship for as much as it has let our species be so proliferative/successful and why should humans have more
right than ANY organism(especially related to money, which is not as good as Clean Drinking Water???

Wglen Bateman

7230 4th N 206

St Petersburg, FL 33702
727-342-2317
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Erin Jones

From: Jean Weinrich

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 6:06 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

My name is Jeanie Weinrich. | have visited colorado on all of my spring breaks in highschool. | plan to go out to Keystone
on this spring break.

Growing up Ive marveled at the fact that a species, such as the Dodo Bird and Dinosoars are no longer in existence. We
have a chance to stop that incredulous wonder, and save a species for future generations. | think the best way to save
the sage grouse is to not only withdraw the best habitat from future leasing but to buy back the areas that are critical for
the sage grouses survival. Please consider the impact your decisions will have, they will snowball affect. By killing off the
sage grouse that makes a statement about Colorado as a state. It says loud and clear that the priorities of the state are
not about caring for the environment but are about making money and building some more rooms with stuff.

Jean Weinrich

300 Pioneerclub

Grand Rapids, Ml 49506
616-914-9841
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Erin Jones

From: Oralie McAfee

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 5:19 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please use the regulatory and permitting powers of the BLM to provide protection for the sage grouse. | do not know
the best way of doing this, and given the pressures on all our private and private lands to provide the quickest profits to
private companies, | am not sure that anyone knows. However, we do know some ways to try. They may not turn the
quickest profit or please political forces, but ethical management of natural resources demands that we try.

Oralie McAfee
6535 Olympus Drive
Evergreen, CO. 80439

Oralie@comcast.net

Oralie McAfee

6535 Olympus Drive
Evergreen, CO 80439-5311
303-674-4037
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Erin Jones

From: Mary McAfee

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 3:34 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am writing to express support for the Greater Sage Grouse. | have known and loved the sage steppe area of Colorado
since the early 1970s, and during that time have watched their numbers decrease dramatically. There have been
decades of planning efforts of various sorts, none of which actually changed the situation on the ground enough to
protect the integrity of the ecosystem on which this beautiful keystone species depends.

Over-grazing continues, and fragmentation and disturbance from drilling is increasing. The idea that somehow uses that
so dramatically impact a sensitive species can be "balanced" with the needs of that species is clearly wrong. at some
point, the ecosystem is going to have to be protected. Period.

Holmes Rolston Ill, who wrote one of the original books on environmental ethics, said that by definition it is the public
lands management agencies who are going to have to say "Enough"! The BLM has the technical expertise and data to
know when limits are being pushed or violated and to manage accordingly. This information is available for the Sage
grouse and has been for years. Agencies don't need public input to tell them these things. they are mandated to
consider these things by law.

It's time to stop compromising Sage grouse survival for a few more AUMs or BTUs. | support aggressive action to bring
the Sage grouse back from the brink of extinction.

Mary McAfee

1670 N 1/2 Road
Fruita, CO 81521-9237
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Erin Jones

From: Laura Clark

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 3:25 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

You surely understand that diversity sustains the planet. Imperil diversity, imperil the planet.
Laura Clark

1170 Logan St
Denver, CO 80203-2455
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Erin Jones

From: Mark Fuller

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 3:08 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| have bird-watched on four continents for fifty years and in all that time | have never seen a more spectacular and
moving display of avian majesty than that of the Greater Sage Grouse. There are many reasons to preserve Sage Grouse
habitat, including the associated preservation of sagebrush habitat, ranchland and wilderness quality open space. The
most compelling reason, however, is the Grouse itself, which is a unique symbol of the west as well as being an indicator
species for a healthy and balanced sagebrush ecosystem.

In the pending DEIS, | urge you to withdraw minerals from future leasing, include options to amend, cancel or buy-back
mineral leases, and include analysis of behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat. These
management actions will help assure that Greater Sage Grouse populations are preserved to bring wonder to future
generations of birdwatchers.

Mark Fuller

238 Fawn Drive

Carbondale, CO 81623-9703
970-963-4959
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Erin Jones

From: Melody Safken

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 2:41 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

ALTERNATIVE C = LIFE to the Sage Grouse
ALTERNATIVE D = DEATH to the Sage Grouse

We recommend Alternative C to protect Sage Grouse Habitat which they cannot SURVIVE without.
Alternative D is UNACCEPTABLE!!! To come back and "restore" Sage Grouse habit after the fact, will be too late!!!

Melody Safken

191 Turner Ave.

Whitewater, CO 81527-9406
970-241-4447

85



Erin Jones

From: Michael McNeal

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 2:39 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The sage-grouse is an integral part of the environment of Colorado and worthy in its own right of protection. To let it go
extinct would be completely irresponsible and would irreparably harm the ecosystem of our state and the North
American continent.

Michael McNeal

523 South Magnolia Lane
Denver, CO 80224-1524
303-875-3664
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Erin Jones

From: Caye Geer

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 1:44 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As with any rare and endangered critters, once they're gone..they're gone and they have an important role in the
ecology of the plains As to costs, please look at what it has cost to bring back the few black footed ferrets after virtual
man caused extinction.

Caye Geer

617 Carter Dr.

Durango, CO 81301-9136
970-247-5402
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Erin Jones

From: Elaine Lewers

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 12:37 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I moved to Colorado in 2003 for it's unique beauty and wildlife. | urge you to take whatever steps are necessary to
protect one of its most unique and iconic animals. I'm concerned about the threat of fire to its habitat and also the
difficulties it faces when it's living area is parceled out and non-contiguous. Please protect it by making wise decisions
and by putting it on the endangered species list. Its numbers are dwindling rapidly. Thank you for considering all input.

Elaine Lewers

4897 Silver Spruce Lane
Evergreen, CO 80439-7337
303-670-7276
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Erin Jones

From: Antonio Marxuach

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 10:55 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear Sir,

Balancing the needs of ecological diversity must always supersede short-term economic gains. When factoring decisions
that could have negative ramifications on critical organisms within the living biosphere, it is imperative that the
Precautionary Principle be heeded!

http://www.sehn.org/precaution.html

Thank You,
Antonio Marxuach

Antonio Marxuach

392 4th St.
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487
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Erin Jones

From: Joanne McGrew

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 9:47 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear BLM,

What a beautiful bird the sage grouse is. | have never seen one in the wild. | travel thru sage areas quite often and only
see cows. On occasion a prong horn antelope.

Our public lands are just that; however they need to be thought of not only for revenue but also for open space and the
other species we live with on this earth. If the only reason this beautiful bird needs to be on the endangered species list
is because we are messing up where it lives, the we need to fix that. How arrogant of your organization to think only
humans needs have to be considered. Mineral rights and grazing need to be removed from the habitat so theses birds
can live as intended. As the birds become stronger so will the lands and then you can reconsider allowing other uses
again

We have messed up so many things in our environment because we consider only human benefit. Look what US Fish
and Wildlife has done to the wolves...they will be extinct in a decade if we delist them because other entries,ice States,
cannot do the right thing. Only to federal government has the ability to take care of these larger things.

Thanks for your consideration in this matter. Feel free to contact me if you have further questions.

Joanne McGrew

Joanne McGrew

PO Box 8971

Breckenridge, CO 80424-9029
956-342-1492
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Erin Jones

From: Mitch Wunder

Sent: Sunday, December 01, 2013 8:50 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| grew up in Wyoming and now | live in Steamboat Springs, CO. As a young man, | have fond memories of hunting the
sage grouse with my father and being in the wide open spaces of the sagebrush plains. Now | do not hunt, but I still
enjoy going on the plains and watching and photographing the sage grouse. It has become increasingly harder to find
them, and | understand they are close to being on the endangered species list. It would be a great loss if we loose the
habit and these birds. Please provide protection for the habitat for these birds. There is abundant space in the plains
where we can protect the habitat of this iconic bird and other places where oil & gas can be explored. The areas of for
exploration for the energy corporations is expanding and the areas for the sage grouse to thrive is dwindling.

Mitch Wunder

PO Box 882407
Steamboat Springs, CO 80488-2407
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Erin Jones

From: Linda Shaffer

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:47 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The sage grouse is the proverbial canary in the coal mine. "When the Earth is sick, the animals will begin to disappear."
Linda Shaffer

4475 Forest Road
Palmer Lake, CO 80133
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Erin Jones

From: Susan Marie Frontczak

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 3:40 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

If the sage grouse were the bald eagle, it would get protected. The sage grouse, rather is the mining canary for the
health of our Colorado

landscape: its whole ecosystem, sustainability - and by extension the economy of this tourist-dependent state. Please
preserve the best breeding habitat for the sage grouse by forbidding oil and gas development in these areas. This may
require buying back leased areas for this perilously endangered icon of the Colorado northwest. Thank you.

Susan Marie Frontczak
3664 Chase Court
Boulder, CO 80305-5531
303-442-4052
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Erin Jones

From: andrea storrs

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 3:34 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Inaction on the preservation of Greater Sage Grouse Habitat is a dereliction of duty, not only to the bird but to the
human population as well. At the top of our "to do" list this year is to journey to Grouse habitat to witness their iconic
ritual. We will spend several nights in hotels and eat at diners along the way, supporting our fellow Coloradans.

What more need | say?

andrea storrs

p.o.box 872

woodland park, CO 80866-0872
719-687-3194
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Erin Jones

From: Claudia Jacobson

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 2:33 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

My family has lived in Colo. since the late 1860's when the sage grouse was ubiquitous in the then-territory.My
grandchildren are 6th generation Colorado natives and | want them to enjoy this beautiful state and it's wildlife.
Withdraw minerals from future leasing, including options to amend, cancel or buy-back leases and analyze behavioral
disturbances as well as the physical removal of habitat.

Claudia Jacobson
8300 Fairmount Dr.--#Jj-104
Denver, CO 80247-6527
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Erin Jones

From: Jarett Zuboy

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 2:10 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Future generations--and indeed the vast majority of current Coloradans and other Americans--will not care if another oil
well goes undrilled or another housing development does not go up. However, we will care if the sage grouse and the
lands and ecosystem that support it disappear. The sage grouse has a right to exist for its own sake, and protecting its
habitat will also protect the nature and way of life that are so precious to all Americans--of this generation and those to
come.

| urge you to take the strongest possible measures to protect the remaining greater sage grouse--who have declined so
much already--and their habitat. Please do not allow oil and gas operations, road building, developments, or other
intrusive activities on the best grouse land--and grant no waivers for such activities. In short, please do your utmost to
identify the best grouse habitat and protect it from disturbance.

Thank you for supporting the present and future of the nation's nature, wildlife, and wild lands.
Jarett Zuboy

400 Entrada Dr.
Golden, CO 80401-4868
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Erin Jones

From: Mark Gowan

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 1:56 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Although many people believe a single species salvation is not worth the cost of jobs or business opportunities, those
people either do not understand long term impacts or are simply short-sighted. We all know the implications of
disregard and disrespect for the environment, and this is simply another example!

The BLM needs to ensure the space the sage grouse need for survival by conserving its habitat by withdrawing the best
habitat from future leasing; close loopholes by limiting waivers, modifications and exceptions in core habitat; amend,
cancel and/or buy back leasing in areas of critical habitat; designate Areas of Critical Environmental Concern for core
grouse habitat; protect Lands with Wilderness Character unites, etc.).

In short, do the right thing!

Mark Gowan

6082 S. Aberdeen
Littleton, CO 80120-2707
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Erin Jones

From: Ricki Newman

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 1:18 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Sage advice says, "Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the
web, we do to ourselves. All things are bound together. All things connect." ~ Chief Seattle

You'd grouse around too if those who could help you thought your life was unimportant.
It's time to give them space to dance again!

The Greater sage grouse is one of the West's most iconic species. Known for its stately courtship dance, its numbers
were once so prolific that explorers described that flocks would "darken the skies" and many a settler made it through
hard times subsisting on the bird.

However, over the past half century the bird's population has declined from habitat loss and fragmentation caused by oil
and gas development, agricultural conversion of land, exurban housing development, poor grazing practices, wildfire
and invasive species introduction.

Ricki Newman

617 Prince Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630
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Erin Jones

From: Gary Bridges

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 12:43 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

The Greater Sage Grouse is an important part of Colorado history. To lose it due to over development by the oil & gas
industry would be a serious loss to Colorado, not just environmentally, but economically.

Gary Bridges

1009 E 6th St

Pueblo, CA 81001-3718
719-994-7100
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Erin Jones

From: Austin Quinty

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 11:59 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please consider saving the sage grouse and preserving their natural habitat. They can't defend their right to exist on this
planet, so we must do it for them.

Austin Quinty

12184 Bannock Cir. Unit E
Unit E

Westminster, CO 80234-3182
303-593-1968
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Erin Jones

From: Suzanne Krueger-Koplin

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 11:15 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please provide the greatest protection for the Sage Grouse. Their decemation is an indication that we are out of balance
between natural habitat for the Sage Grouse and all wildlife. This issue is so important to me and all Coloradoans
because the presence and health of the wildlife like the Sage Grouse is why we live and work in Colorado.

Thank you.

Sincerely

Suzanne Krueger-Koplin
970-219-6398

Suzanne Krueger-Koplin

934 W Oak St

Fort Collins, CO 80521-2516
970-219-6398
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Erin Jones

From: M Dick

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 11:11 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

I've lived in Colorado for over 20 years and have been an amateur birder all that time. Although I've seen the sage
grouse and ptarmigan, I've not seen a sage grouse. |I'm ready to make the arrangements to be near the lek at the proper
time and location. However, will the grouse still be at their long time areas? Work to protect their areas is critical.

M Dick

3992 Sunshine
Boulder

Colorado, CO 80302
303-444-0743
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Erin Jones

From: Kristin Vyhnal

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:45 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| urge you to protect the Sage Grouse. As a birder and life long environmentalist, | hope that you will restrict
development in their primary breeding grounds. In addition, | hope that you will make sure that there are adequate
corridors for allowing various populations to interact, reducing the genetic isolation and narrowing that can develop
with small populations.

Kristin Vyhnal

12626 W. Atlantic PI.
Lakewood, CO 80228-4326
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Erin Jones

From: Susan Granias

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:30 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here.
Every animal on this earth is important. As we eliminate animals one by one we are contributing to our own demise.

| believe we should secure the amount of land needed for grouse survival and protect it. Two of the things that threaten
grouse, fire and uncontrolled grazing are easily fixed. Thinning forest is important in view of our lastest fires and as we
run out of land making the best use of it is important.

Susan Granias

111 Quien Sabe St.

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-0229
970-731-1577
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Erin Jones

From: Mittch Roley

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 9:06 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

With great power comes greater responsability, and with that responsability comes the need for thoughtfull action.
Due diligence is required from the responsability to justify that power.
Mittch Roley

Mittch Roley
6436 S. Crocker
Littleton, CO 80120-3116
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Erin Jones

From: Gregory Holm

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:54 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

By profession | am a commercial real estate broker and by avocation | am a skier, hunter, fisherman and amateur
naturalist.

As is reflected in the writings of E.O. Wilson, who | highly recommend, habitat loss is the greatest threat to biodiversity
and ultimately to the survival of the human race - we are a pinnacle species, after all.

Through many activities, in the case of the sage grouse, through energy and mineral development, we are sacrificing our
long term future for short term gains. We need you, as a steward of our natural resources, to protect our environment
and critical habitats to enhance and protect biodiversity, including protection of the sage grouse.

While the sage grouse is the current critical rallying point, conserving habitat to protect the sage grouse will also protect
the entire web of life that depends on the same habitat. As you know, the mule deer population in Northwest Colorado
has also declined significantly as a result of the habitat destruction resulting from oil and gas development.

Species require large contiguous areas of habitat in order to thrive. The goal should be to have species thrive, not just
survive. Cutting up habitat with roads, pipelines, drilling pads and the noise, lights, dust, air pollution and other
intrusions that accompany such development, is enormously destructive to critical habitat.

The BLM's plan should focus protecting and tieing together critical habitat areas to create large continuous areas that
will allow the sage grouse and all the inter-related species to thrive so that future generations of humanity can know the
greatness and beauty of Northwest Colorado.

Regards,
Gregory Holm
1325 S. Downing St.

Denver, CO 80210-2310
303-628-1751
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Erin Jones

From: Nancy Merrill

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:24 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Please write your comment here.i am a rancher and bird watcher living in NW Colorado. | strongly urge the BLM to take
the strongest measures possible to protect this iconic species. Please withdraw the best habitat from future leasing,
close loopholes by limiting waivers, modifications, and exceptions in core habitat; amend, cancel, and/or buy back
leasing in areas of critical habitat; designate Areas of Critical Environmental Concern for core grouse habitat; protect
lands with wilderness characteristics. When you protect Sage Grose habitat, you not only protect grouse but all the
many other species that share the habitat with the grouse.

Nancy Merrill

40515 County Road 69a
Hayden, CO 81639-9504
970-276-1932
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Erin Jones

From: Mary Ann Dimand

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:15 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As an economist of thirty years and a pastor of eight years, | am vitally concerned with creature care and how human
policies effect it-- or fail to effect it.

To call for protection of the sage grouse is not for that bird alone, marvel though it is. The sage grouse is part of a vital
ecological network, and its visibility allows us to monitor the health of its region.

We humans have been replacing intricate community systems of plants and

animals-- of which we're a part-- with cement too rapidly and for too long.

Please protect the sage grouse, its region and community, including ourselves, by curtailing development in the small
region left to this once vast and teeming species.

In the names of God and humanity.
Mary Ann Dimand
13460 West 73rd Avenue

Arvada, CO 80005-2810
970-214-8342
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Erin Jones

From: Sue Hansen

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 8:05 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am involved in environmental education and have grave concerns about the future of this magnificent bird. It is already
so threatened that we cannot have children view the birds for fear of them leaving their last remaining lecks. Please,
please do the following in areas of the most quality habitats:

Withdraw minerals from future leasing.

Include options to amend, cancel or buy-back leases.

Include analysis of behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat.

Thank-you for taking the most positive action for saving these birds!

Please do the right thing. It is nature, not oil and gas that will preserve this beautiful planet.

Sue Hansen

PO Box 771648

Steamboat Springs, CO 80477-1648
970-879-2322
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Erin Jones

From: Guy Ross

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 7:53 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

To Manage: All we are asking is that you Manage.

Guy Ross

3645 County Road 17
Ridgway, CO 81432-9514
970-210-8136
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Erin Jones

From: Michael Maggied

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2013 7:07 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

please save the Habitat we need them for our future

Michael Maggied
2240 East Arbor Circle
Mesa, AZ 85204
480-668-0945
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Erin Jones

From: Jerry Unruh

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 8:16 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am writing today in support of Sage Grouse protection. The destruction of western lands in general and Sage Grouse
habitat specifically for oil and gas production has gone too far. It is ludicrous to drill every square inch of public land to
extract these fossil fuels when the climate crisis dictates that we should move away from fossil fuels as quickly as
possible. As such BLM should protect the highest quality habitat by not relying on "no surface occupancy stipulations"
(NSO) as these can be waived. Instead BLM should withdraw minerals from future leasing in the highest quality habitat.
For areas with the most important habitat, such as area of critical environmental concern, BLM should include options to
amend, cancel or buy back leases.

In addition, the U.S. has so little wildlands left (outside of Alaska) every attempt should be made to protect quality wild
areas. This, of course should be obvious. There is substantial overlap with Lands with Wilderness Character units and
Preliminary Priority Habitat throughout the Little Snake and White River BLM Office. Obviously, Managing to protect
wilderness character also protects critical grouse habitat and vice versa.

Finally, conserving Sage Grouse habitat protects everything that we hold dear. This includes ranchlands and habitat for
habitat hundreds of other animals like mule deer, pronghorn and elk. Beside protection of other life and accompanying
aesthetic values, such lands bring in hundreds of millions of dollars to local communities.

Please do everything possible to protect and expand Sage Grouse habitat.

Sincerely,

Jerry D. Unruh

Jerry Unruh

225 Earthsong Way

Manitou Springs, CO 80829-2845
719-685-3084
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Erin Jones

From: Susan Brown

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 3:21 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| believe it is the responsibility of our government to provide a clear balance between our growing human world and the
protection of the natural world. In this particular case, | urge you to seek that balance closing loopholes by limiting
waivers and withdraw the best habitat from future leasing in order to achieve some balance and protect the sage grouse
and its vanishing habitat. | am a lover of the outdoors and part of the reason I live in Colorado is to appreciate (not
destroy) the wildlife and wildplaces here. | urge you to protect the Sage Grouse and its habitat.

Susan Brown

4529 W Hayward Place
Denver, CO 80212-3006
410-703-1524
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Erin Jones

From: Linda Pohle

Sent: Friday, November 29, 2013 3:17 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Wouldn't you love to have seen millions of passenger pigeons fill the sky or millions of bison darken the prairie? By
protecting the Greater sage grouse now, we will ensure that future generations need never mourn the opportunity to
see (and hear!) this iconic bird of the western landscape.

Linda Pohle

1587 S. Trenton Court
Denver, CO 80231-2629
303-755-5249
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Erin Jones

From: E. Zukoski

Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2013 11:15 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As someone who regularly uses and enjoys BLM land in western Colorado, | urge BLM to adopt support the most
protective option necessary to protect greater sage grouse.

For example, BLM should adopt an alternative or enforceable mitigation measures that:

(1) withdraw minerals (including coal and oil and gas) from future leasing;

(2) permit BLM to amend, cancel or buy-back leases;

(3) put in place measure to require analysis of behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat.
Where lands with wilderness characteristics overlap with sage grouse habitat, | urge the BLM to protect those lands with
wilderness character.

Protecting wilderness character also has the best chance to limit disturbance to sage grouse from mining, construction
noise, tall structures, power lines, and the noise and destruction that can accompany new roads or off-road vehicle use.

Sage grouse are part of our state's heritage and history. Itis our duty to future generations to give them a chance to
flourish in the face of threats from encroaching human development, our thirst for minerals, and climate change.

Thank you for your consideration.
E. Zukoski

1105 Ithaca Drive
Boulder, CO 80305-6329
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Erin Jones

From: Nathan Bock

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 5:51 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As a person of spirituality, | believe that all creation is sacred and ought to be treated with respect as part of the
creator's expression. | am writing to encourage preservation of the Greater Sage Grouse's core habitat, so that this
species will not disappear from existence at our hands. Actions which | support include withdrawal of mineral leasing
from the best habitats, cancelation or buy-back of exiting leases, and analysis of behavioral disturbances from habitat
loss.

Nathan Bock

3675 Krameria St
Denver, CO 80207-1345
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Erin Jones

From: Carol Schultz

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 4:07 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| was born the year Aldo Leopold died and grew up less than 30 miles from his Sand County cabin. To this day | am
inspired by his land ethic. If we are to be citizens of our environment, as he urged, then we have an obligation to ensure
the survival of species like the sage grouse. At a minimum, | ask you to protect sage grouse habitat by (1) withdrawing
minerals from future leasing, (2) including options to amend, cancel or buy-back leases, and (3) including analysis of
behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat.

Carol Schultz

765 Eldorado Blvd #2236
Broomfield, CO 80021-8828
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Erin Jones

From: sidney sisk

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 3:21 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

There are no unimportant animals or organisms . Shouldn't we be able to share the earth.

sidney sisk

745 emerald street
broomfield, CO 80020-3411
303-469-4248
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Erin Jones

From: Porter Storey

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 2:57 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

As a Colorado physician and long-distance hiker, the sage -grouse and it's habitat are important to me. | hope my
grandchildren get to see them "dance" also.

Please consider withdrawing minerals from future leasing. | also strongly suggest that you include options to amend,
cancel or buy-back leases.

Please also include analysis of behavioral disturbances in addition to the physical removal of habitat.

Thank you so much.
Porter Storey MD
Porter Storey

5290 Euclid Ave

Boulder, CO 80303-2836
303-443-9843
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Erin Jones

From: Theresa Feuerborn

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 2:15 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| was born in Grand Junction and lived here for most of my life, beginning as a farmer. This is an Area of Critical
Environmental Concern and we couldn't do without the Sage Grouse's, "Whoop, whoop, keboop pup!".

Theresa Feuerborn

578 N 26th St

Grand Junction, CO 81501-7961
970-245-5733
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Erin Jones

From: Matthew Kessler

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 2:05 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Protection of Greater Sage Grouse and the habitat on which the species requires should be the primary goal of the BLM
during Resource Management Plan amendment processes.

Lands surrounding grouse leks, in addition with other core sage grouse areas, should be withdrawn from the leasing
process upon expiration.

Furthermore, monitoring the response of grouse populations after necessary disturbance should be conducted so that
proper management techniques and their implications can be better understood and adjusted.

| appreciate the efforts the BLM is taking to ensure the future existance of the Greater Sage Grouse and the unique sage
brush lands they occupy. | hope that this process can be looked back on as a moment where land and resource
management policy provided not just ample opportunities for development and exploitation, but also the protection
and conservation of the nation's remaining wild places and the host of species found within them. For it is nature, not
development, | find most pleasing in this world.

Thank you for your time and diligence.
Matthew Kessler
16508 W 11th Ave

Unit A
Golden, CO 80401-7335
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Erin Jones

From: Robert Robinson

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 1:20 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Each sage grouse is worth much more than than the oil and cows they are being sacrificed for filling those behemoth
SUVs and excessive diets of our citizens.

Robert Robinson

4 Hillside Drive

Wheat Ridge, CO 80215-6609
303-907-0487
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Erin Jones

From: Carla Henebry

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 11:53 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear Sir:

| understand that the sage grouse population is in serious straits, that it is in danger of liquidation if more is not taken.
Evidently, in the rush for human development, not enough case has been taken to protecting its environment. | ask that
you take action to do so now.

The Pope has just stated that we capitalist nations, and especially the United States, are not enough concerned with
care for the poor and care of our earth. Please show him that we can change.

Sincerely,
Carla Henebry

Carla Henebry

140 S Glencoe St
Denver, CO 80246-1153
303-394-3842
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Erin Jones

From: Carl Carn

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 11:41 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Sage grouse are delicious when stuffed with a jalapeno, wrapped in bacon, and grilled to perfection.
Carl Carn

4215 Quitman
Denver, CO 80212-2321

124



Erin Jones

From: Lisa Goodrich

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 11:35 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

Dear Sirs,

Please consider closing the loopholes in the current Sage Grouse Plan by limiting waivers, modifications and exceptions
in the core habitat. These majestic birds deserve a better chance at survival. So much of Colorado's wildlife has already
been impinged upon. Please do what you can to strengthen the Sage Grouse Plan.

Sincerely,

Lisa Goodrich
3025 Broadway
Boulder, CO 80304-3136
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Erin Jones

From: David Henderson

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2013 10:46 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: NWCO Greater Sage Grouse DEIS 2013
BLM

| am a front range urban dweller. | am well aware of our need to develop natural resources for our growing population
and for our nation's security. | am also aware that we generally demand more of our natural resources than is
sustainable and we typically do so because we are complacent about the convenience of our lifestyles.

| urge the BLM to include preservation of core habitat, the highest priority habitat, for the Greater Sage Grouse and all
native wildlife when deciding land lease availabilities for development of any kind.

David Henderson

3450 E. Arapahoe PI
Centennial, CO 80122-1807
303-489-6583
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