Erin Jones

From: Jonathan Gates

Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 11:14 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: BLM - Greater Sage Grouse EIS
Categories: Unigue Comments

BLM

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) Greater Sage Grouse EIS.
Please consider the following as you update standards in your management plans to conserve sage grouse.

The BLM is doing the right thing by taking the initiative to improve conservation of greater sage grouse, before the only
option left to protect the bird is a listing under the Endangered Species Act.

The greater sage grouse is an important part of the web of life in sagebrush public lands across the western United
States. Future generations should have the opportunity to visit natural areas and see this majestic bird and its
fascinating mating dance.

In order to protect the highest quality habitat, the BLM should not rely on management provisions such as "no surface
occupancy" stipulations, as these can be waived. Instead, the BLM should make permanent mineral withdrawals in the
highest quality areas. If the BLM does consider applying "no surface occupancy" stipulations to these areas, all waivers,
modifications and exemptions should be limited.

The BLM should also consider using tools such as lease buy-backs, amending or canceling leases in important habitat.
The BLM should also work to utilize management tools and designations in a manner that highlights the most important
habitat.

Finally, there is substantial overlap with Lands with Wilderness Character
(LWC) units and Preliminary Priority Habitat throughout the Little Snake and White River BLM Office. Managing to
protect wilderness character also protects critical grouse habitat.

| ask that the BLM put important safeguards in place in its long-term management plans, to save the sage grouse and
conserve our land, water and wildlife for future generations to enjoy.

Thank you.

Jonathan Gates

518 Aspen Lane

Hotchkiss, CO 81419-9339
970-872-3671



Erin Jones

From: soldbyjw@rof.net

Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 3:11 AM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Greater sage grouse resource management plan
Importance: High

Categories: Unique Comments

To Whom It May Concern:

My husband and | vehemently object to shutting down areas for drilling or recreation
based on the habits or needs of the Greater Sage Grouse. This is a prime example of
irrational decision-making at the expense of the human population.

The Sage Grouse is increasing right? Obviously under pressures that already exist. They
will continue to do so. Simply make it illegal to shoot or harass them until their
populations recover. Manage THEM by the same laws that make poaching or chasing any
wildlife illegal.

To stop drilling and recreation puts an unnecessary financial burden on Colorado, and
her citizens. Such a decision causes devastating consequences to the municipalities who
have been paid monies based on Oil and Gas leases, that they would have to return.

At this time and in this economy, Colorado, and her citizens, need the revenue from the
drilling in these areas, and the USA needs the products. Colorado, and her citizens, need
the revenue from recreation and hunting in these areas. Colorado and her municipalities
need the revenue and they do NOT have the ability to pay back the paid up mineral
lease monies they have received-and spent-in good faith.

Ed and | ask you to reconsider and stop the plan to interfere with drilling and recreation
in areas established as habitat for the Greater Sage Grouse.

Ed and Juanita Williams
Parachute, CO



Erin Jones

From: Bertie

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 11:10 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: Greater Sage Grouse

Categories: Unigue Comments

Will you please not exclude more of our land from producing energy by using the Sage Grouse as an excuse to do so.

When will the people of this nation who need jobs and energy be considered instead of the socialist environmentalists
who want to control us by whatever means.

Tax Payer and U. S. Citizen
Bertie Marah



Erin Jones

From: Ron Lambeth

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 1:47 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

What an opportunity! BLM is the outstanding federal agency. This is especially important that it's in the conservation
arena,leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse. Sage grouse survive by there being successful brood-
rearing years often enough to replace the losses. One more road, powerline, or reserve pit might be the "straw that
breaks the camel's back" on a previously sustaining population. This argues for bending toward the side of the bird in
compromise situations. Incorporating more of Alternative C into the Preferred Alternative would be justified. I'm asking
BLM to do this. A point all BLM offices with O&G issues should consider is that the rate of developing a petroleum field
need not be at the rate that APDs come in. While the reason for this may not be obvious to production-goal-oriented
Washington, it is apparent when all leks in an area are disrupted in a compressed few seasons. Greater Sage-grouse
production goals should also be reportable units so as to have a more realistic public land management assessment.
Road miles/square mile would be another helpful reportable unit parameter, since this statistic is so critical to all
wildlife. Thanks for the duress under which you work to manage our resources.

Ron Lambeth
624 Yucca Dr
Grand Junction, CO 81507



Erin Jones

From: Deirdre Brown

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2013 12:40 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

As you know, it's all uphill on the road to preserving and restoring the surface of the earth, and nobody knows where
it's going. The effort to preserve important species like the GREATER SAGE GROUSE is a trail that leads in the right
direction. Busloads of rowdy environmentalists and stretch limos of highly focussed industrial developers don'l make it
any easier to feel that you made the right decision. | am pleased that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater
Sage-Grouse, one of the most iconic and imperiled bird species of the American West. However, | am concerned that
BLM’s preferred alternative does not comply with the best available science or with standards necessary to stabilize and
recover grouse populations. | encourage BLM to adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable
management and to conserve the species. These include recommendations to limit future development and to create
protected areas.

Deirdre Brown
257 Daisy La.
Carmel, NY 10519



Erin Jones

From: Joseph Weinstein

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 6:21 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

| am glad to learn that BLM plans to adopt measures to sustainably conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, a threatened icon
of our western states.

This wide-ranging species' numbers have been declining. Best available science - including a report by the US Geological
Survey and other peer-reviewed publications - indicates that if these declines are to be reversed or at least stopped,
conservation measures must include limits on future development, notable changes in land management, and creation
of specific large protected areas.

The Survey report found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already heavily degraded and that grouse are
persisting only in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. | therefore urge BLM to adopt the measures in
Alternative C, which would protect and upgrade large grouse-suitable areas while also identifying other areas as more
suitable for development.

Thank you for your heed.

Joseph Weinstein
4000 Linden Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90807



Erin Jones

From: Julia Burgen

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 6:20 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

| am pleased that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, one of the most iconic and imperiled
bird species of the American West. However, | am concerned that BLM’s preferred alternative does not comply with the
best available science or with standards necessary to stabilize and recover grouse populations. | encourage BLM to
adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable management and to conserve the species. These
include recommendations to limit future development and to create protected areas.

A report by the U.S. Geological Survey and other peer-reviewed research indicate that conserving the Greater Sage-
Grouse will require both protecting large areas of habitat and making significant changes in land management to reverse
population declines of this wide-ranging species. The Survey found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already
heavily degraded and that grouse are only persisting in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. The species’
survival requires a plan that will effectively reduce the rate of its decline and stabilize its population.

For years, fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have dominated public land management across sagebrush
habitats, resulting in significant impacts to wildlife, public recreation, and air and water quality. Protecting large
expanses of important sage-grouse habitat—as outlined in Alternative C—will help stem the decline of many species of
wildlife across the American West. This alternative will also begin restoring balance to an over-utilized and degraded
landscape, while at the same time identifying areas most appropriate for development and those that need to be
avoided.

| am a 79 year-old native Texan who donates to American Bird Conservancy, National and local Audubon Societies, the
Nature Conservancy, Cornell Univerity's bird programs, and various habitat preservation societies. | have a M.S. degree
in Biological Sciences from the University of Texas at Arlington. As a people we will be judged by whether or not we
support biological diversity. We must support habitat as a critical issue that is valued regardless of the other uses
deemed preferable by selfish interests. Please help the native wildlife and plants to have space and places to survive
successfully and not as lost, remnants forever doomed to extinction.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Julia Burgen
2312 Winewood Lane
Arlington, TX 76013



Erin Jones

From: Donna McCarty

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 6:12 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

| am gratified that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, but at the same time concerned that
the preferred alternative is not Alternative C. This alternative is the one backed by peer-reviewed research and the one
which would undoubtedly be the most successful ensuring the conservation of the species.

It's time acknowledge the degrading impact fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have on our public lands.
Alternative C provides a balanced approach to habitat protection and designating appropriate areas for development.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Donna McCarty
4832 Guion Road
Indianapolis, IN 46254



Erin Jones

From: DIANE KASTEL

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 5:58 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

We are pleased that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, one of the most iconic and

imperiled bird species of the American West. However, we are concerned that BLM’s preferred alternative does not
comply with the best available science or with standards necessary to stabilize and recover grouse populations. We
encourage BLM to adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable management and to conserve
the species. These include recommendations to limit future development and to create protected areas.

Our action today will encourage you to adopt effective conservation measures for the Greater Sage-Grouse, helping to
ensure a future for the species—and an opportunity for future generations of Americans to marvel at one of our most
amazing birds.

What's at stake are the rapidly disappearing wide-open spaces of the American West needed by grouse to survive. The
region is crisscrossed with roads, oil and gas wells, mining pits, and power lines—while the sagebrush habitat required
by grouse is being overrun by cows, wild horses, ATVs, and invasive cheat grass. Based on current trends, much more
development and habitat degradation is on the way.

Only by protecting the best remaining sage-grouse habitat now can we hope to conserve the species. We want to make
a difference by sending this comment letter urging that BLM adopt conservation measures—called the conservation
alternative, or "Alternative C"—to ensure sustainable management for the Greater Sage-Grouse. The best available
science indicates that these conservation measures are imperative to stabilize and recover grouse populations.

A report by the U.S. Geological Survey and other peer-reviewed research indicate that conserving the Greater Sage-
Grouse will require both protecting large areas of habitat and making significant changes in land management to reverse
population declines of this wide-ranging species. The Survey found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already
heavily degraded and that grouse are only persisting in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. The species’
survival requires a plan that will effectively reduce the rate of its decline and stabilize its population.

For years, fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have dominated public land management across sagebrush
habitats, resulting in significant impacts to wildlife, public recreation, and air and water quality. Protecting large
expanses of important sage-grouse habitat—as outlined in Alternative C—will help stem the decline of many species of
wildlife across the American West. This alternative will also begin restoring balance to an over-utilized and degraded
landscape, while at the same time identifying areas most appropriate for development and those that need to be
avoided.

Thank you for considering these meaningful solutions for this special bird..

DIANE KASTEL



1658 DOVER COURT UNIT A
UNIT A
WHEATON, IL 60189
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Erin Jones

From: Fred Weber

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 5:05 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

| am pleased that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, one of the most iconic and imperiled
bird species of the American West. However, | am concerned that BLM’s preferred alternative does not comply with the
best available science or with standards necessary to stabilize and recover grouse populations. | encourage BLM to
adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable management and to conserve the species. These
include recommendations to limit future development and to create protected areas.

A report by the U.S. Geological Survey and other peer-reviewed research indicate that conserving the Greater Sage-
Grouse will require both protecting large areas of habitat and making significant changes in land management to reverse
population declines of this wide-ranging species. The Survey found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already
heavily degraded and that grouse are only persisting in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. The species’
survival requires a plan that will effectively reduce the rate of its decline and stabilize its population.

For years, fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have dominated public land management across sagebrush
habitats, resulting in significant impacts to wildlife, public recreation, and air and water quality. Protecting large
expanses of important sage-grouse habitat—as outlined in Alternative C—will help stem the decline of many species of
wildlife across the American West. This alternative will also begin restoring balance to an over-utilized and degraded
landscape, while at the same time identifying areas most appropriate for development and those that need to be
avoided.

We must save the Greater Sage Grouse by controlling the commercial development of it's habitat that is threatening this
wonderful symbol of a healthy high plains sage brush ecosystem. By doing this, we also preserve many other species of
birds and other animals and protect our natural heritage which is more important than the destructive over
development of the land for short term profit. What happens to our wildlife will happen to us. We can not allow the
continued decline of our birds and other wildlife, or we are ultimately doomed ourselves. I'm a bird lover pleading for
protection of this species, but I'm also concerned for the survival of the human race.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Fred Weber
41 Upper N. Shore Rd.
Branchville, NJ 07826
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Erin Jones

From: Jeffrey Rovner

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:52 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Maintain Land for Greater Sage-Grouse populations
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

BLM's mission stipulates providing for varied uses of Federal land. This includes hiking, birding, and other non industrial
uses. It mean not focusing on fossil fuels production which tends to destroy use by these other interests. Use of pubic
land for commercial/industrial perposes also tends to degrade air and water, which is a negative for the population that
owns the land.

While BLM is making some effort to conserve the Greater Sage-Grouse, | am concerned that BLM’s preferred alternative
does not comply with the best available science and standards to stabilize and recover grouse populations. BLM should
adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable management and to conserve the species,
including recommendations to limit future development and to create protected areas. This will benefit many uses,
other than, but including the Sage-Grouse.

I look forward to seeing more general public friendly policies from BLM.

Jeffrey Rovner
6139 N Campbell
Chicago, IL 60659
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Erin Jones

From: hhollon1221@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:45 PM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: Adopt the Conservation Alternative Plan
Categories: Unigue Comments

Bureau of Land Management;

Only by protecting the best remaining sage-grouse habitat now can we hope to conserve the species. I'm urging that BLM
adopt conservation measures—called the conservation alternative, or "Alternative C"—to ensure sustainable
management for the Greater Sage-Grouse. The best available science indicates that these conservation measures are
imperative to stabilize and recover grouse populations.

Thank you for your time and consideraton on this very important issue.

Hollie Hollon
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Erin Jones

From: Ken Schneider

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:07 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Please Ensure Sustainable Managment for Greater Sage-Grouse
Categories: Unigue Comments

Dear Ms. Jones:

As an active birdwatcher and environmentalist, | am pleased that BLM is leading the effort to conserve the Greater Sage-
Grouse, one of the most iconic and imperiled bird species of the American West. However, | am concerned that BLM’s
preferred alternative does not comply with the best available science or with standards necessary to stabilize and
recover grouse populations. | encourage BLM to adopt the conservation measures in Alternative C to ensure sustainable
management and to conserve the species. These include recommendations to limit future development and to create
protected areas.

A report by the U.S. Geological Survey and other peer-reviewed research indicate that conserving the Greater Sage-
Grouse will require both protecting large areas of habitat and making significant changes in land management to reverse
population declines of this wide-ranging species. The Survey found that most priority sage-grouse habitat is already
heavily degraded and that grouse are only persisting in large, relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat. The species’
survival requires a plan that will effectively reduce the rate of its decline and stabilize its population.

For years, fossil fuels production and other commercial uses have dominated public land management across sagebrush
habitats, resulting in significant impacts to wildlife, public recreation, and air and water quality. Protecting large
expanses of important sage-grouse habitat—as outlined in Alternative C—will help stem the decline of many species of
wildlife across the American West. This alternative will also begin restoring balance to an over-utilized and degraded
landscape, while at the same time identifying areas most appropriate for development and those that need to be
avoided.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Ken Schneider

149 Maple Street

Apt. 1106

Redwood City, CA 94131
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