Erin Jones

From: Marcus Honnecke

Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2013 1:17 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: BLM - Greater Sage Grouse EIS/oil and gas extraction
Categories: Unigue Comments

BLM

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Bureau of Land

Management's (BLM) Greater Sage Grouse EIS. | am writing to express

concern about the impact of increased oil exploration and extraction in North Park and the plight of the Sage Grouse.
Also | wish to express consternation about the caviler approach that the stewards of our Western public lands seem to
have about the quality of our water and air!

Please include my concerns in your deliberations.

Thank you, Marcus Honnecke

Marcus Honnecke
4300 Cr 11
Coalmont, CO 80430
303-902-3229



Erin Jones

From: George Alderson

Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2013 7:53 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: Greater Sage-grouse EIS
Categories: Unigue Comments

BLM

Please include this message as our comment on the BLM Greater Sage-grouse EIS. We want to see BLM take stronger
action to provide better habitat for the sage-grouse in all BLM resource management plans and activities.

| grew up in Oregon and saw sage-grouse when | visited the high desert region east of the Cascade Range. | have also
visited BLM public lands in Colorado on my visits to Montrose, Grand Junction, and the Little Snake area.

If BLM adopts effective measures, it should be possible to avoid listing the Greater Sage-grouse under provisions of the
Endangered Species Act.

It's important to avoid reliance on "no surface occupancy" stipulations, because those have been waived when they got
in the way of oil drilling.

We urge BLM to make permanent withdrawals of the most valuable sage-grouse habitat areas from operation of the
mining and mineral leasing laws.

In the event that BLM uses NSO stipulations, they should be strictly defined to limit waivers, modifications and
exemptions to rare circumstances such as emergencies involving public safety.

Where leases have already been issued in important sage-grouse habitat, BLM should provide for lease buy-backs,
amendments or cancellations of leases.

In the Little Snake and White River field office areas, there is substantial acreage of Greater Sage-grouse habitat in
"lands with wilderness character" identified in the RMPs. These units should be managed to protect wilderness
character; that will go a long way to protect their value for sage-grouse.

Off-road vehicles should be managed to keep them out of key sage-grouse habitat. ORV routes should not be allowed
anywhere near sage-grouse leks.

Please proceed with strict measures to protect Greater Sage-grouse habitat as we recommend above. Thank you for
considering our views.

George Alderson

112 Hilton Ave.
Catonsville, MD 21228
410-788-7096



Erin Jones

From: Hornung, Elisha

Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2013 10:28 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Cc: Smith, Nancy; Hamilton, Robert
Subject: Comment Period Extension Request
Categories: Unigue Comments

PacifiCorp, doing business as Rocky Mountain Power requests a 30-day extension of the comment period for the
Northwest Colorado Greater Sage-Grouse Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment and Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for the Northwest Colorado District.

Due to the federal government shutdown, Rocky Mountain Power is unable to access the website to download the
documents. Without access to the files, we are unable to review and provide sufficient comments on the plan by the
November 14th deadline.

Thank you,
Elisha Hornung

Elisha Hornung
North Temple Office
0:801.220.2488

C: 801.230.5012



Erin Jones

From: marilyn

Sent: Tuesday, October 08, 2013 9:50 AM
To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov
Subject: sage grouse and garco
Importance: High

Categories: Unique Comments

thank you for the opportunity to comment on this pending issue.

blm needs to step back. closing off access to our public lands for any reason disenfranchises

handicapped , children and elderly who have paid for decades the funding of these open lands and worst of all it blocks
colorado students from accessing to THEIR mineral rights on THEIR colorado state trust fund lands.......... how

shocking! how horrible!

blm has always been for multiple use .......... btw the terrain in my county has never been conducive as habit for sage
grouse.....

thank you for your consideration.
best, marilyn oden

742 munro ave
rifle, co 81650



Erin Jones

From: WildEarth Guardians on behalf of Barbara Warner
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 2:07 PM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Resource Management Plan comments
Categories: Unigue Comments

Sep 23, 2013

BLM Northwest Colorado

Dear Northwest Colorado,

| am writing in regards to your proposal to update your Resource Management Plan.

| want my public lands to be managed so that sage grouse, wild horses and other wildlife have the habitat that they
need to survive and flourish. Wild horses are symbiotic to ecosystems and are being used to restore land in other
countries.They must be allowed to flourish here also. They keep waterways open in the winter and their droppings
spread seeds and add humus to the soil.Therefore a genetically viable and sustainable herd of at least 150 adults must
be allowed.. It is critically important that priority sage grouse habitats be given strong protections during the planning
process, in accordance with the recommendations of leading sage grouse scientists. These protections should include
the following:

* Priority habitats should be closed to oil and gas leasing, and withdrawn from strip mining and other forms of mineral
development that are incompatible with giving the sage grouse the best chance to survive;

* Industrial disturbance in these areas should not be allowed to exceed the 3% threshold established by scientists;

* Above-ground power lines, communication towers, and other tall structures should be excluded from priority sage
grouse areas to prevent the abandonment of important habitats;

* Development on previously existing oil and gas leases should be restricted to levels that will have no negative effect on
sage grouse, in accordance with the recommendations of the BLM's own National Technical Team;

* Livestock grazing should be managed to leave behind sufficient grass to provide adequate cover in their nesting areas,
and prevent the degradation of springs and watercourse habitats needed by sage grouse to raise their chicks; and

* Sage grouse breeding and nesting habitats outside priority habitat areas should be managed to at least maintain
current populations.

Strong protections for sage grouse habitat benefits hundreds of other types of wildlife, and can help the Bureau of Land
Management safeguard opportunities for public recreation. Please ensure that sage grouse habitat management follows
the recommendations of scientists, so that any commercial uses of our public lands are compatible with maintaining all
wildlife.

Sincerely yours,



Mrs. Barbara Warner
1955 Tatum Ln
Lebanon, KY 40033-9733



Erin Jones

From: WildEarth Guardians on behalf of Laurie Price
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 11:36 AM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Resource Management Plan comments
Categories: Unigue Comments

Sep 23, 2013

BLM Northwest Colorado

Dear Northwest Colorado,

| am writing in regards to your proposal to update your Resource Management Plan.

| want my public lands to be just that - not some breeding ground where big oil and other industries come and take
natural resources at the expense of every living thing in the area.

We, The People, are tired of politicians looking out for the interest of profits instead of the interest of the country's
people who have voted them in place.

For decades, our western public lands have been ravaged by the impacts of industrial development. Sprawling oil and
gas fields, strip mines, and excessive livestock grazing have decimated our wildlife habitats.

Nowhere has this been more evident than in the sagebrush sea of the West. Here, because of extensive habitat
destruction, the iconic sage grouse and other species now cling to survival.

You are re-writing land use plans across the West with an aim to protect the sage grouse, but are so far catering to the
same industrial interests responsible for its decline.

So why are you flat-out ignoring the recommendations of its own scientists. We have to turn things around.

It begins right now. Write the land use plans the way they are supposed to be - with priority on the safety of the
wilderness and wildlife.

Sincerely yours,
Miss Laurie Price

PO Box 2744
Redwood City, CA 94064-2744



Erin Jones

From: WildEarth Guardians on behalf of Shelley Silbert
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 11:06 AM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Great Old Broads for Wilderness - RMP comments
Categories: Unigue Comments

Sep 23, 2013
BLM Northwest Colorado
Dear Northwest Colorado,

| am submitting these comments as Executive Director of Great Old Broads for Wilderness, a national organization that
inspires and engages the voices and activism of elders to preserve and protect wilderness and wild lands. We give voice
to the millions of Americans who want their public lands and the wildlife habitat they contain protected for this and
future generations.

We believe it is the responsibility of the BLM, on behalf of the American public which it serves, to manage public lands to
benefit the survival of our natural heritage, including the wildlife so deeply appreciated by the public and so critical to
ecosystem function. Our planning process should be driven by the recommendations of the best scientists who study
sage grouse and their habitat, in order to ensure the best possible habitat protection.

Based on the best available science, we support the following:

* Oil and gas leasing should be excluded from priority sage grouse habitats, These areas must also be withdrawn from
strip mining and other development that does not mesh with protetion of sage grouse habitat.

* Sage grouse habitat should not be industrialized and should never exceed the 3% threshold established by scientists.

* The BLM should follow its own National Technical Team, which recommended restricting development on previously
existing oil and gas leases to levels that will have no negative effect on sage grouse.

* Above-ground power lines, communication towers, and other tall structures should be excluded from priority sage
grouse areas to prevent the abandonment of important habitats.

* Adequate cover for nesting areas is a priority. Grazing leases should stipulate that sufficient grass remains as cover in
nesting areas and these stipulations should be enforced.

* Management plans, coupled with adequate BLM enforcement, must be set to maintain current populations, at
minimum. This necessitates proper management of sage grouse breeding and nesting habitats beyond just the priority
habitat areas.

The American public strongly supports wildlife protection and the improvement of wildlife habitat. Sage grouse is a
unique species that will be gone forever once its habitat is significantly degraded.

Properly managing sage grouse habitat will also be in the interest of other species and of ensuring quality recreational
experiences for the public for the long-term.



On behalf of Great Old Broads for Wilderness, we thank you for keeping the long-term public interest in mind, for our
children and grandchildren.

Sincerely yours,
Ms. Shelley Silbert

PO Box 2924
Durango, CO 81302-2924



Erin Jones

From: WildEarth Guardians on behalf of Robyn Weber
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 10:36 AM

To: blm_co_nw_sage_grouse@blm.gov

Subject: Resource Management Plan comments
Categories: Unigue Comments

Sep 23, 2013

BLM Northwest Colorado

Dear Northwest Colorado,

| am writing in regards to your proposal to update your Resource Management Plan.

| sincerely want my voice to be heard in equal measure to industry's.

It is a false choice in saying either protect lands or lose jobs. No way do | believe this myth. Tourism, land management,
potable water, loss of habitat, and other issues---are equally important. In addition, the industry rules at all costs model
must go away.

| want the land to be managed so that healthy ecosystems can support population of birds, pray, and predators equally
well.

| want my public lands to be managed so that sage grouse and other wildlife have the habitat that they need to survive
and flourish. It is critically important that priority sage grouse habitats be given strong protections during the planning
process, in accordance with the recommendations of leading sage grouse scientists. These protections should include
the following:

* Priority habitats should be closed to oil and gas leasing, and withdrawn from strip mining and other forms of mineral
development that are incompatible with giving the sage grouse the best chance to survive;

* Industrial disturbance in these areas should not be allowed to exceed the 3% threshold established by scientists;

* Above-ground power lines, communication towers, and other tall structures should be excluded from priority sage
grouse areas to prevent the abandonment of important habitats;

* Development on previously existing oil and gas leases should be restricted to levels that will have no negative effect on
sage grouse, in accordance with the recommendations of the BLM's own National Technical Team;

* Livestock grazing should be managed to leave behind sufficient grass to provide adequate cover in their nesting areas,
and prevent the degradation of springs and watercourse habitats needed by sage grouse to raise their chicks; and

* Sage grouse breeding and nesting habitats outside priority habitat areas should be managed to at least maintain
current populations.

Strong protections for sage grouse habitat benefits hundreds of other types of wildlife, and can help the Bureau of Land
Management safeguard opportunities for public recreation. Please ensure that sage grouse habitat management follows
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the recommendations of scientists, so that any commercial uses of our public lands are compatible with maintaining
native wildlife.

Sincerely yours,
Ms. Robyn Weber

720 Birch St
Denver, CO 80220-4954
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