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John Mehlhoff Dan Jirén

Acting State Director, Colorado Regional Forester, Rocky Mountain Region
Bureau of Land Management U.S. Forest Service

2850 Youndfield Street 740 Simms Street

Lakewood, Colorado 80215 Golden, Colorado 80401

RE: Northwest Colorado Greater Sage-Grouse Draft Land Use Plan Amendment and
Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Mehlhoff and Mr. Jirén:

Please accept these comments from Trapper Mining Inc. with regard to the Northwest Colorado
Greater Sage-Grouse Draft Land Use Plan Amendment and Environmental Ir jact Statement
(DLUPAVJEIS). Trapper Mining Inc. operates a surface coal mining operatior Trapper Mine;
hereafter Trapper) in Northwest Colorado a few miles south of Craig. Trap, r operates on
private and state lands and is situated at the edge of what is mapped as Pre....ainary General
Habitat (PGH). Trapper is a leader in the coal industry with regard to environmental
stewardship, reclamation excellence and community involvement, having received many state
and federal awards for our achievements in these areas.

Trapper agrees with federal land management agency attempts to conserve and protect Greater
Sage Grouse (GSG) habitat in northwest Colorado that will hopefully head off an ESA listing by
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). However, we have serious concer . with the draft
document and offer the following comments.

1. The range of aiternatives needs to include the Colorado Division of Per4s and Wildlife
(CDPW) GrSG conservation plan (the Colorado Plan). The Colorad Plan includes
conservation measures that were developed at great effort over m 1y years with
meaningful input and agreement from state and local governments, intt 2sted citizens,
private landowners and your own federal land management agencies. W. would request
that the Colorado plan be added as the preferred alternative in the DLUPAJEIS. As a
less-preferred alternative, site specific conservation measures from the Colorado Plan
should be incorporated into Alternative D.

2. In considering conservation measure specific to coal mining in the DLUPA/EIS,
acknowledgement should be given to the fact that mining disturbances are temporary.
The LUP should also consider the demonstrated fact that a good »ortion of the
reclaimed lands at Northwest Colorado coal mining operations are b ter habitat for
GrSG than the original native habitat. Reclaimed lands are often more o :n than former
native mountain brush habitats with a greater percentage of sagebrush teppe habitat.
Reclaimed habitats typically contain excellent plant community diversitv conducive to
potential GrSG life cycle habitat for lekkir = nestii  brood-rearii and, 1 some «
wintering.
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