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FACT SHEET: Understanding Disturbance Caps in the Draft Northwestern Colorado Greater Sage-Grouse EIS 
What is a disturbance cap?
The draft EIS evaluates restricting disturbance based on maximums called caps in three of the alternatives. Additional actions or projects would generally not be approved if a disturbance cap for a particular zone has been reached. The EIS identifies 21 different management zones. Greater Sage-Grouse populations would be monitored and evaluated by management zone.
Grouse biologists have identified anthropogenic disturbance (human- caused infrastructure such as roads and powerlines) as a key threat to Greater Sage-Grouse populations.  Details of disturbance cap management are described in Appendix F.

Do disturbance caps apply to private land?
The Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service do not have the authority to make or enforce rules on private land, and the decisions in the EIS will not restrict use on private land.  Disturbance caps are applied to all habitats public or private. The BLM or U.S. Forest Service may preclude authorizations on BLM or National Forest System lands within a given management zone to compensate for disturbance on private land.
Although the BLM and U.S. Forest Service will not inventory private lands for disturbance, large projects such as wind farms or powerlines that may involve private lands will be noted and applied against the cap for the particular management zone.  

What about Split Estate with federal minerals under private lands?

The BLM would apply Greater Sage-Grouse conservation measures to federal mineral lease-holders as terms and conditions of authorization. These would not apply surface owners.

Disturbance Caps by Alternative

	Disturbance Type
	Alternative A
	Alternative B
	Alternative C
	Alternative D

	Anthropogenic 
	None


	3% Cap on Priority Habitat


	3% Cap on All Designated Habitat


	5% Cap on Ecological Sites that Support Sagebrush



	Total Disturbance
	None
	Manage or restore priority areas so that at least 70% of the land cover provides adequate sagebrush habitat to meet Greater Sage-Grouse needs.
	None
	Less than 30%, to include all loss of sagebrush from all causes including anthropogenic, disturbance, wildfire, plowed field agriculture and vegetation treatments.


