


  

 

 

 

 

 

    

Why hunt elephants? 

Long pursuit 

High risk 

Labor-intensive processing 

vs.
 





         

 

    

  

     

 

 

 

 

FLK North 

Oldupai Gorge, 1.75 Ma 

carnivore – hominid – carnivore? 

kill site? 

Homo ergaster, 

Viktor Deak, reconstruction of Turkana Boy 

Elephas recki
 
From: Potts, R. 1988. Early hominid activities at Olduvai. New York: Aldine. 



         

       

 

   

 

 

 
 

              

  

Olorgesailie Basin, Kenya (990,000-year-old layer )
 
Elephant butchery site, where more than 2300 stone artifacts were found surrounding the bones of an extinct elephant,
 

Elephas recki. 


SEM of cutmarks on Elephas recki rib from Site 15, Olorgesailie 

Kenya. Image credit: Human Origins Program, Smithsonian 

Institution. 

Excavation of the elephant butchery site. Image 

courtesy of Richard Potts, Smithsonian 

Institution. 
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 Southfleet Road, Ebbsfleet, UK
 

Homo heidelbergensis, (or proto Neanderthal) 

male. Reconstruction based on Kabwe by John Gurche for 

the Human Origins Program, NMNH; 3/4 view, left 

Elephas (Palaeoloxodon) antiquus 
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Lehringen, Germany 

2.5 meter wooden thrusting spear found between the ribs of Paleoloxodon antiquus. ~125,000 yrs 

old. Movius Jr., H.L., 1950. A wooden spear of the third interglacial age from lower Saxony. Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 6, 139 142. 

Homo neanderthalensis, adult male. Reconstruction based on 

Shanidar 1 by John Gurche for the Human Origins Program, 

NMNH; 3/4 view, left 
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  La Cotte de Saint-Brelade, Channel Islands, England
 

Mammoth driven over a cliff? 

Mammuthus primigenius 

>128,000 yrs old 

Two Hunting Episodes of Middle Palaeolithic Age at La Cotte de Saint Brelade, 

Jersey (Channel Islands), Katharine Scott, World Archaeology, Vol. 12, No. 2, 

(Oct., 1980), pp. 137 152 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/La_Cotte_d%C3%A9_Saint_Br%C3%A9lade_du_Ouaisn%C3%A9_Saint_Br%C3%A9lade_J%C3%A8rri_b.jpg


  
 

  

 

    

 

  

  

           

  

     

Lugovskoe, Central Siberia
 

Accumulation of 27 mammoths 

19,000 – 14,000 year ago 

First/earliest direct evidence of mammoth 

hunting in Siberia 

Mezherich, near Kiev in the Ukraine 

Mammoths: Giants of the Ice Age, 1994, A. Lister and P. Bahn, Mashall 

Editions, London. 



   

 

   

 

Calf Creek example: 

Compelling evidence for 

active killing with projectile 

point 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The densest
 
concentration on
 

Earth?
 

Murray Springs 

Escapule 

Lehner 

Naco 

Navarrete 

Leikem 

Tombstone 

Sierra Vista 

Benson 



 Leikem
 



 Escapule
 



 Navarrete
 



 Murray Springs
 



 Lehner
 



 Naco site
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

About 4
 

Murray Springs 

Escapule 

Lehner 

Naco 

Navarrete 
Leikem 

Tombstone 

Sierra Vista 

Benson 



    

    

   

Paul S. Martin,
 
Emeritus Professor of Geosciences,
 

University of Arizona
 



  Liberal estimate Conservative estimate
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“Maybe we should write 

that spot down.” 





 

 
 

Naco, Arizona 

“the one that got away”?
 



 Sierra Vista
 




