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New Construction and Improvements Await Visitors to Area NCAs — More on the Way

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. — The Bureau of Land Management recently completed work at local
National Conservation Areas to improve user experience with better parking and accessibility.

Future visitors to Mclnnis Canyons and Dominguez-Escalante NCAs will find new or improved
features designed to enhance sustainability and visitor experience.

The Rabbit Valley project in the Mclnnis Canyons NCA improved an existing trailhead, replaced an
old restroom and reoriented the trailhead to make best use of space. Members of the public
embarking on adventures from the Rabbit Valley parking lot will also find a better delineated parking
area. Users can access this feature by exiting US Interstate 70 at the Rabbit Valley exit.

The BLM also has plans to redesign and improve the northernmost developed campground in Rabbit
Valley in the spring. The future project is designed to enlarge the campground footprint and redesign
the camp spots and vehicle access. According to Kathryn “Katie” Stevens, NCA manager, the goal is
to improve access for a more convenient and pleasant experience.

The Dominguez-Escalante NCA project features a new parking area at Bridgeport. The parking area
is the first phase of a project to improve visitor access to the Dominguez Canyon Wilderness. The
new parking area with a new restroom is further from the railroad and will add separate parking for
hikers, buses and horse trailers. While there is parking for horse trailers, horses are currently not
allowed on the trails at Bridgeport. The BLM is working to reopen the area to horses once it is
restored from 2011 water damage.

The BLM is working with local cooperators to discuss the next phases of this project, which is set to
include a railroad underpass.

“The projects are designed to enhance the experience for visitors,” said Stevens. “We want people to
enjoy recreating on public lands.” Stevens added that facilities need to have layouts and facilities that
help visitors have pleasant visits. “Facility designs change over time with visitor needs, it's important
to update our facilities to meet the needs of people recreating today.”

For more information, call Christopher Joyner, BLM Public Affairs Specialist, at 970 210-2126.
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