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Geothermal Resources Phone: (775) 85-6000

FAX: (775) 885-6147

The BLM Carson City District (CCD) is developing the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Carson City
District planning area. The Carson City RMP will provide detailed information about the current state of
resources on public lands within the planning area, and set forth a plan of action for managing those
resources for the next twenty or so years under the BLM’s multiple use mandate

LAND OF GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES
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Geothermal resources require three
components: a substantial heat
source, fractures in the rock at the
heat source that are connected over
distance, and a water source. The
Basin and Range physiographic
province is made up largely of north
-south trending parallel valleys and |
mountain ranges separated by
normal faults.  This extensional
tectonic environment is also notable }
for thinner crust and high heat flow |
compared to the rest of the United
States. These conditions create a

high potential for economically viable geothermal resources,
particularly in areas along range-front faults or within or adjacent to
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basinal playas. These areas account for the majority of current
geothermal exploration and development within the Carson City
District.

As of January 18, 2012 there were 193 geothermal leases totaling approximately 436,185 acres
located in the Carson City District. Six areas are identified within the Planning Area with active
geothermal power production of approximately 208 MW of electricity (enough to power about
200,000 homes). These include Steamboat Hills near Reno; Dixie Valley; Wabuska; and Soda
Lake, Stillwater, and Salt Wells near Fallon. Another three areas have active exploration
projects with proposed future energy production including Southern Gabbs Valley, Northern
Edwards Creek Valley, and the Hazen area. Additional areas that have active geothermal leases
but minimal or no exploration include Soda Springs Valley near Luning; Rhodes Salt Marsh near

Mina; Teels Marsh southwest of Mina; and the west Stillwater Range northeast of Fallon.




The Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 USC §1001 et seq.) and it’s implementing regulations, 43 CFR Part
3200 provide regulatory guidance for geothermal leasing and development by the BLM. These regulations
identify four stages of geothermal resource development within a lease: 1) exploration, 2) development, 3)
production, and 4) decommissioning. Each of the four stages under the lease requires separate BLM au-
thorization and compliance with the NEPA when ground-disturbing activities are proposed. Geothermal
exploration and production on BLM land are conducted through leases with the Bureau and are subject to
terms and stipulations to comply with all applicable federal and state laws pertaining to various considera-
tions for sanitation, water quality, wildlife, safety, and reclamation. Stipulations may be site specific and
are derived from the environmental analysis process.

The BLM wants your input...

How can the BLM improve the management of geothermal resources?
How should geothermal development be managed to minimize resource conflicts?

Are there public lands that should be closed to geothermal entry because of conflicts with other public land
uses?

Should special conditions of approval be placed on geothermal development? If so, what are they and where
should they be applied?

Comments can also be mailed

CCD Planning Webpage: to: Email address for public
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/ Colleen Sievers, comments:
fo/carson_city_field.html RMP Project Manager BLM_NV_CCDO_RMP@bIm.gov

5665 Morgan Mill Road
Carson City, NV 89701




