BLM CARSON CITY DISTRICT Christopher McAlear, CCD Manager
7 1 RMP PLANNING FACT SHEET 5665 Morgan Mill Road, Carson City, NV 89701

Office hours are 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

PO res try and WO o d land Phone: (775) 885-6000
Resources FAX: (775) 8856147

The BLM Carson City District (CCD) is developing the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Carson City
District planning area. The Carson City RMP will provide detailed information about the current state of
resources on public lands within the planning area, and set forth a plan of action for managing those
resources for the next twenty or so years under the BLM’s multiple use mandate.

FOREST AND WOODLAND MANAGEMENT =

Forest and woodland management of BLM land
within the CCD is focused on forest health,
reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfire, and
enhancing habitat for wildlife species that use
these areas. The BLM also provides forest
products to the public through commercial and
non-commercial permits. Native Americans also
place special value on these communities. This
planning effort allows the CCD to balance
ecological needs of these communities with
economic opportunities and traditional Native
American uses.

Potential Issues to address include:

e How will forest and woodlands be man- Thinning work at Indian Creek Campground, Alpine County
aged to enhance wildlife habitat, improve

forest health, reduce surface erosion, and

improve water quality?
Forest and Woodland Habitats (approx. acres)

® How do we meet public demand for forest o singleleaf Pinyon-Juniper spp. (900,000 acres)
products while also protecting resource val-
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ues? e Curl-leaf Mountain Mahogany (7,000 acres)
e Three Needle Pine (6,500 acres)
Forest Products e Riparian Deciduous (4,500 acres)

= Aspen and Cottonwood
e Mixed Conifer (600 acres)
e Limber Pine (500 acres)
e White Fir (400 acres)

e Firewood

e Pine nuts

e Christmas Trees

e Juniper Posts

e Seeds / Cuttings for Reforestation
e Biomass / Chips

e Lumber



Forest and Woodlands of the Carson City District

These vegetative communities are scattered across the District with the majority located on hill slopes, valley
riparian areas, or along the eastern crest of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. Forest and woodlands are
found on approximately 950,000 acres, which is approximately 20% of the lands managed by the CCD. Com-
mercial activities include the occasional firewood and timber sale, while most of the non-commercial activity
includes personal firewood collection, Christmas tree cutting, and pine nut hunting. The CCD is concerned
about two major issues: the expansion of pinyon-juniper into sagebrush habitats and the diminishing health,

resiliency, and distribution of riparian deciduous communities (aspen and cottonwood).

The expansion of pinyon-juniper trees into valley bottoms that are dominated by brush or native grasses is a
natural response to two factors: exclusion of fire and cattle/horse grazing that opens up areas for trees to es-
tablish. As more expansion occurs, tree density increases, understory plants are shaded out, and the result is
an overly dense pinyon-juniper woodland that is susceptible to insects, disease, and stand replacing fire. Over
time, pinyon-juniper woodland health and resiliency is compromised and after major disturbance these areas

are often dominated by non-native annual grasses (e.g. cheatgrass).

Aspen is a deciduous tree that is the most common tree across North America and is under a decline in the
west. In Nevada, aspen stands provide a distinctive habitat of significant importance to wildlife species. En-
croachment of conifers into aspen stands and the subsequent increase in surface and ladder fuels makes
these stands also more susceptible to insects, disease, and stand replacing fire. The same issues exist for
riparian areas dominated by cottonwood trees, therefore many of these deciduous riparian communities

have reduced distribution across the landscape.

With almost a million acres of forest and woodlands to manage, the CCD has the opportunity to develop a
strategic approach to addressing forest health, fire risk, ecological functioning and habitat restoration on

these communities. Please take a moment and share your thoughts on this important subject.

The BLM wants your input...
Do you know of any Forest Product areas that concern you, or places you might want to see new firewood

areas, and if so, where are these areas located?

Do you know of stands of trees that are currently in an unhealthy state and/or need attention, and if so,
what is the location?

Comments can also be mailed

CCD Planning Webpage: to: Email address for public
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/ Colleen Sievers, comments:
fo/carson_city_field.html RMP Project Manager BLM_NV_CCDO_RMP@blm.gov

5665 Morgan Mill Road
Carson City, NV 89701




