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BLM CARSON CITY DISTRICT 5665 Morgan Mill Road, Carson City, NV 89701
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’ Greater sage-grouse A (175 6350147

The BLM Carson City District (CCD) is developing the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Carson City
District planning area. The Carson City RMP will provide detailed information about the current state of
resources on public lands within the planning area, and set forth a plan of action for managing those
resources for the next twenty or so years under the BLM’s multiple use mandate.

Greater sage-grouse stand up to 2 feet tall and weigh between 2 and 7 pounds. Females (hens)
are smaller and mottled brown, black and white. Males are more colorful and have spiked tails
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and large white ruffs around their necks.

In spring, males and females congregate on leks — large, open flats surrounded by sagebrush — to
breed. Males strut with tail feathers fanned, swishing their wings, and inflating the bright yellow
air sacs on their chests with rhythmic huffing that can be heard from a mile away. Individual birds
often use the same lek year after year.

After mating, females lay their eggs in ground nests, usually w
placed in association with some vertical structure such as -
overhanging sagebrush or grass cover. Nest sites are

selected independently of lek location. Research shows that fy
hens nest within the same area every year. When sage-

grouse return to find a familiar lek or nesting area
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disturbed, they show little ability to adapt to the changes or
to find substitute habitat. !

Unique Among Game Birds

Sage-grouse have several characteristics that make them unique compared to other game birds.
They have thin-walled, non-muscular gizzards to break down food. As a result, they cannot grind
and digest tough foods such as grain and seeds and thus rely on soft sagebrush leaves for food.
More than 98% of their winter diet is sagebrush leaves. In addition, sage-grouse are relatively
long-lived (3-7 years) when compared to other upland game birds (1-2 years) and lay fewer eggs 7-
9 eggs than their counterparts (12-14 eggs). The result is a species that is quick to decline after
disturbance, yet slow to recover because of lower productivity.
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Sagebrush Restoration o, e o e

Fragmentation and loss of sagebrush habitat are the primary threats to Greater Sage-Grouse. \= 4
Research shows that it takes 25 to 75 years or more for mountain sagebrush to recover to ?
pre-disturbance condition. Wyoming big sagebrush recovers even more slowly —in the range

of 50 to 120 years.




Portions of 14 Western states once provided year-round food, shelter and breeding grounds for the greater sage
-grouse. Pressure from urbanization, wildfire, recreation, energy development, livestock grazing, invasive weeds
and disease have shrunk these historical habitats, such that only portions of 11 states still have lands for the bird
to call home. As a result, their numbers have declined by about 40% since the 1970s. As few as 200,000 greater

sage-grouse may be left.

No single factor is the cause of declining sage-grouse populations. However, the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) “warranted but precluded” findings identify a number of factors that, since the beginning of settlement
in the West, have adversely affected the number of birds and the amount, distribution and quality of sagebrush
habitats.

US Fish and Wildlife Service Identified Threats to Greater Sage-Grouse
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Comments can also be mailed
CCD Planning Webpage: to: Email address for public
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/ Colleen Sievers, comments:
fo/carson_city_field.html RMP Project Manager BLM_NV_CCDO_RMP@blm.gov
5665 Morgan Mill Road
Carson City, NV 89701




