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USDA Forrest Service 
Humbold t‐Toiyabe Naational Forestt 
1200 Frannklin Way 
Sparks, N evada 894311 
www.fs.feed.usda.gov//htnf 

USDI Bureauu of Land Mannagement 
Nevada St ate Office Califoornia State OOffice 
1340 Finanncial Boulevaard 2800 Cottage Wayy, Suite W‐16623 
Reno, Nevvada 89502‐7147 Sacraamento, California 95825‐1886 
www.blm..gov/nv wwww.blm.gov/caa 

June, 20115 

Dear Reaader: 

Enclosedd is the Nevaada and Norttheastern Ca lifornia Sub -regional Grreater Sage-GGrouse (GRSG) 
Proposedd Land Use PPlan Amendmment (Propoosed LUPA) and Final EEnvironmentaal Impact 
Statemennt (FEIS); onne of fifteen sub-regionaal efforts beinng conducted as part of tthe Bureau oof 
Land Maanagement (BBLM) and Forest Service National GGreater Sagee-Grouse Plaanning Strateegy. 
The BLMM and Forestt Service preepared the Prroposed LUPPA/FEIS in consultationn with 
cooperatiing agenciess, taking intoo account pubblic commennts receivedd during this planning efffort. 
The purppose of the Proposed LUPA is to ameend the Altuuras (CA), SSurprise (CAA), Susanvillle 
(CA), Black Rock Deesert-High RRock Canyonn Emigrant TTrails Nationnal Conservaation Area (NNV), 
Carson CCity Consoliddated (NV), Elko (NV),,  Ely (NV), Shoshone-EEureka (NV), Wells (NVV), 
and Tonnopah (NV) BBLM Resourrce Managemment Plans ((RMPs); Soonoma Gerlach (NV) andd 
Paradise--Denio (NV)) BLM Manaagement Fraameworks Pllans (FMPs)); and the Huumboldt (NVV) 
and Toiyyabe (NV) Foorest Servicee Land and RResource Maanagement PPlans (LRMPPs) in order to 
identify aand incorporrate appropriiate conservaation measurres to conserrve, enhancee and/or resttore 
Greater SSage-Grousee habitat by rreducing, eliiminating, orr minimizingg threats to tthat habitat. TThe 
need for action is in rresponse to tthe U.S. Fishh and Wildliife Service’ss (USFWS) MMarch 2010 
“warrant ed, but preclluded” Endaangered Speccies Act listi ing petition. The USFWSS found thatt the 
inadequaacy of regulaatory mechannisms was iddentified as aa significantt threat to GRRSG in theirr 
finding oon the petitioon to list the GRSG. Lannd use plan conservation measures wwere identifieed as 
the BLMM’s and Foresst Service’s pprincipal reggulatory mecchanism. 

This Propposed LUPAA/FEIS has bbeen developped in accorddance with tthe National Environmenntal 
Policy Act of 1969, aas amended, the Federal Land Policyy and Managgement Act oof 1976, as 
amendedd, and the Naational Foresst Managemeent Act of 19976, as amennded. The PProposed LUUPA 
is largelyy based on AAlternative DD, the preferrred alternativve in the Draaft LUPA/DEEIS, which wwas 
released on Novembeer 1, 2013. TThe Proposeed LUPA/FEEIS contains the Proposeed Plan, a 
summaryy of changes made betweeen the Draftft LUPA/DEIIS and Propoosed LUPA//FEIS, impactsc 
of the Prooposed Plan, a summaryy of the writtten and verbal commentss received duuring the puublic 
review peeriod for thee Draft LUPAA/DEIS, andd responses tto the commments. 

In accorddance with 3 6 C.F.R. § 2219.59, the FForest Servicce will waivee their objecction proceduures 
of this suubpart and innstead adopt the BLM’s pprotest procedures outlinned in 43 C..F.R. § 16100.5-2. 

www.fs.feed.usda.gov//htnf


 

 

  

 

      

  

   

 

 

 

 

Pursuant to BLM’s planning regulations at 43 CFR 1610.5-2, any person who participated in the 
planning process for this Proposed LUPA and has an interest which is or may be adversely 
affected by the planning decisions may protest approval of the planning decisions within 30 days 
from date the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) publishes the Notice of Availability of 
the FEIS in the Federal Register. 

For further information on filing a protest, please see the accompanying protest regulations in the 
pages that follow (labeled as Attachment # 1).  The regulations specify the required elements of 
your protest. Take care to document all relevant facts. As much as possible, reference or cite the 
planning documents or available planning records (e.g. meeting minutes or summaries, 
correspondence, etc.). 

Emailed protests will not be accepted as valid protests unless the protesting party also provides 
the original letter by either regular mail or overnight delivery postmarked by the close of the 
protest period.  Under these conditions, the BLM will consider the emailed protest as an advance 
copy and will afford it full consideration.  If you wish to provide the BLM with such advance 
notification, please direct emailed protests to: protest@blm.gov. 

All protests must be in writing and mailed to one of the following addresses: 

Regular Mail:    Overnight Delivery: 

Director (210)    Director (210) 

Attn: Protest Coordinator Attn: Protest Coordinator 

P.O. Box 71383 20 M Street SE, Room 2134LM 

Washington, D.C. 20024-1383 Washington, D.C. 20003 

Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying 
information in your protest, be advised that your entire protest – including your personal 
identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in 
your protest to withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so.  

The BLM Director, in agreement with the responsible official for the Forest Service, will make 
every attempt to promptly render a decision on each protest.  The decision will be in writing and 
will be sent to the protesting party by certified mail, return receipt requested.  The decision of the 
BLM Director shall be the final decision of the Department of the Interior on each protest. 
Responses to protest issues will be compiled and formalized in a Director’s Protest Resolution 
Report made available following issuance of the decisions.  

mailto:protest@blm.gov


Upon resolution of all land use plan amendment protests, the BLM and Forest Service will issue 
an Approved LUPA and Record of Decision (ROD). The Approved LUPA and ROD will be 
mailed or made available electronically to an who participated in the planning process and will 
be available on the BLM website at http:llwww.blm.goy/wo/stlen/prog/morefsagegrouse.html, 
and the Forest Service website at 
http://www.fs.usda.govldetai11r4/homel?cid=STELPRD38l 5825. 

Sincerely, 

Nevada State Director ifomia State Director Fo pervisor 
Bureau of Land Management Bureau of Land Management Humboldt-Toiyabe N.F. 

http://www
http:llwww.blm.goy/wo/stlen/prog/morefsagegrouse.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

     

  

       

                 

           

       

       

                                  

                             

                               

       

                                    

                             

                           

                       

                                 

   

        

                          

 

                  

                            

Attachment 1 

Protest Regulations 

[CITE: 43CFR1610.5‐2] 

TITLE 43‐‐PUBLIC LANDS: INTERIOR 

CHAPTER II‐‐BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

PART 1600‐‐PLANNING, PROGRAMMING, BUDGETING‐‐Table of Contents 

Subpart 1610‐‐Resource Management Planning 

Sec. 1610.5‐2 Protest procedures. 

(a) Any person who participated in the planning process and has an interest which is or may be 
adversely affected by the approval or amendment of a resource management plan may protest such 
approval or amendment. A protest may raise only those issues which were submitted for the record 
during the planning process. 

(1) The protest shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Director. The protest shall be filed 
within 30 days of the date the Environmental Protection Agency published the notice of receipt 
of the final environmental impact statement containing the plan or amendment in the Federal 
Register. For an amendment not requiring the preparation of an environmental impact 
statement, the protest shall be filed within 30 days of the publication of the notice of its 
effective date. 

(2) The protest shall contain: 

(i)	 The name, mailing address, telephone number and interest of the person filing the 
protest; 

(ii)	 A statement of the issue or issues being protested; 

(iii)	 A statement of the part or parts of the plan or amendment being protested; 



     
     
 

                              

                             

             

                          

 

                     

                                      

                               

                     

 

(iv)	 A copy of all documents addressing the issue or issues that were submitted during the 
planning process by the protesting party or an indication of the date the issue or 
issues were discussed for the record; and 

(v)	 A concise statement explaining why the State Director's decision is believed to be 
wrong. 

(3) The Director shall promptly render a decision on the protest. 

(b) The decision shall be in writing and shall set forth the reasons for the decision. The decision shall be 
sent to the protesting party by certified mail, return receipt requested. The decision of the Director 
shall be the final decision of the Department of the Interior. 
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